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‘Do not be afraid.’ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

‘ 
 

 

Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time afterwards, please 

stay for refreshments,  
 

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 
the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 
children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas      
 Celebrant & Preacher: Revd James Grant   

09.45 Eucharist at St Nicholas 
 Celebrant & Preacher Canon Anthony Ball  

10.00 Family Service at St Barnabas 
Presiding : Revd Steve Burston 

 
                                

 
 

 

Next week’s Readings  
 

Acts. 4. 5 - 12 

Psalm 23 

1 John  3. 16 - 24 

John 10.  11 - 18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Associate Vicar writes:- 
 If there was one point to make about the 

Gospel this Sunday then it should be this: The 

disciples’ unbelief knows no bounds. They are 

told by the women and don’t believe that 

someone could be raised from the dead. They 

didn’t believe the two disciples who running 

back from Emmaus after their encounter with 

the risen Christ came to tell them the good 

news. When Jesus enters the room they believe 

he is a ghost. Even after Jesus shows him his 

wounds they still don’t believe it possible that 

Jesus could have come back from the tomb. It 

takes Jesus eating for them to believe that he 

was alive. It is not only Thomas who doubts 

but all eleven disciples are struggling to come 

to terms with this weird and wonderful news. 

David Lose, president of the Lutheran seminary 

in Philadelphia and one of my favourite 

bloggers writes on this Sunday’s reading “if 

you don’t have serious doubts about the Easter 

story, you’re not paying attention.”  That a 

human being is able to be raised from the dead 

is so improbable that it demands of us to 

completely rethink how we believe the world 

functions. What looked like total failure 

suddenly became a victory that changed the 

world. 

And so doubt is inextricably part of our faith. It 

is part of the process that enables us to expand 

our understanding of how God works in our 

world. And how God works in and through 

everyone of us! The disciples’ understanding of 

the world was changed by meeting the risen 

Christ. Our understanding should change too, if 

we are paying attention.  

This also affects how we see ourselves within 

our Christian community. What wonderful 

works is God able to do with us?  We might 

have to re-imagine how God can use us as 

God’s Church in our parish. 

James 

Sunday April 19th 2015  
 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 



READINGS for the day. 

 

Collect: 
 

Almighty Father, who in your great 

mercy gladdened the disciples with the 

sight of the risen Lord: give us such 

knowledge of his presence with us, that 

we may be strengthened and sustained 

by his risen life and serve you 

continually in righteousness and truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  Amen. 
 
    

FIRST READING 
 

Acts 3.  12 - 19 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the 

people, ‘You Israelites, why do you 

wonder at this, or why do you stare at 

us, as though by our own power or piety 

we had made him walk? The God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 

glorified his servant  Jesus, whom you 

handed over and rejected in the presence 

of Pilate, though he had decided to 

release him. But you rejected the Holy 

and Righteous One and asked to have a 

murderer given to you, and you killed 

the Author of life, whom God raised 

from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. And by faith in his name, his 

name itself has made this man strong, 

whom you see and know; and the faith 

that is through Jesus has given him this 

perfect health in the presence of all of 

you.  ‘And now, friends, I know that you 

acted in ignorance, as did also your 

rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he 

had foretold through all the prophets,  

 

that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 

therefore, and turn to God so that your 

sins may be wiped out 

 
 

Psalm. 4 

 

 

SECOND READING 
 

1 John 3.  1 - 7 
A Reading from the first letter John. 
 

 

See what love the Father has given us, 

that we should be called children of 

God; and that is what we are. The reason 

the world does not know us is that it did 

not know him. Beloved, we are God’s 

children now; what we will be has not 

yet been revealed. What we do know is 

this: when he is revealed, we will be like 

him, for we will see him as he is. And 

all who have this hope in him purify 

themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of 

lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You 

know that he was revealed to take away 

sins, and in him there is no sin. No one 

who abides in him sins; no one who sins 

has either seen him or known him. Little 

children, let no one deceive you. 

Everyone who does what is right is 

righteous, just as he is righteous. 

          

GOSPEL 
 

 

Luke 24.  36b - 48 
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Luke. 
 

Jesus himself stood among them and 

said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They 

were startled and terrified, and thought 

that they were seeing a ghost. He said to 

them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why 

do doubts arise in your hearts?  



Look at my hands and my feet; see that 

it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 

ghost does not have flesh and bones as 

you see that I have.’ And when he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and 

his feet.  While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said 

to them, ‘Have you anything here to 

eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled 

fish, and he took it and ate in their 

presence.  Then he said to them, ‘These 

are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, 

the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, and he said to 

them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 

dead on the third day, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things. 

 
Post Communion  
 

Living God, your Son made himself 

known to his disciples in the breaking of 

bread: open the eyes of our faith, 

that we may see him in all his redeeming 

work; who is alive and reigns, now and 

for ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 CLUB Winners 

1
st
 5 Mary Harrison 

2
nd

 10 Joan Pallett 

3
rd

 38 Trevor Stokes 

4
th

 18 Jim Bull 

 

Congratulations! 
 

 
 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Barnabas   

Mon, Wed, Fri. & Sat (St Mark’s Day) 

08.30  Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

Tues & Thurs  

      08.30  Morning Prayer 
 
 

St Nicholas 

Mon – Sat  17.00 Evening Prayer (BCP)  

 

~~~~~ 
 

Tues   10.30  Eucharist - St Barnabas 

           19.30  Eucharist – St Barnabas  

Wed   15.00  Messy Church –  

                      St Barnabas Church Hall 

Thurs  

           10.30 Eucharist  –  St Nicholas 

           19.30  Eucharist -   St Barnabas  
 

Sat     No Weddings   
 

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                                     -  St Nicholas 

09.45  Sung Eucharist  -  St Nicholas 

10.00  Eucharist -  St Barnabas 

12.00  Holy Baptism – St Nicholas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know… Archbishop Justin 

Welby has become Patron of CAP 

(Christians Against Poverty), the 

charity in which we are involved as a 

Parish in Crawley. The Archbishop 

said “CAP deals in helping people get 

free of the prison of debt and it’s 

something I feel passionately about”. 

Having seen them at work and how 

effective they are , I wanted to be a 

patron and to support them in any way 

I could. 

 



NOTICES 
 
 

Please note:- All Notices for the Pew 

Sheet on April 26th to be passed to 

Stuart Sharpe by Wednesday Email to 

jstuartsharpe@aol.com Thank you.  
 

 
 

Friday lunches in the Pastoral Centre. 

Please purchase tickets by 21
st
 April               

for Friday 24
th
 April. 

                     (01293 883362) 

Two courses plus tea/coffee £5.50 
 

 

Tuesday April 21
st
 – PCC Meeting 

8.00pm preceded by Eucharist at 7.30pm 

Both in St Barnabas Church. 
 

Wednesday April 22nd – Messy Church  

3.00pm St Barnabas Church Hall. 
 

Thursday April 23rd  Mothers’ Union 

invite the Parish to a St George’s Day 

Eucharist at 7.30pm at St Barnabas, 

followed by coffee & English desserts, 

with a ‘St George’s Hamper’ Raffle, in the 

Pastoral; Centre.  Everyone is invited ! 
 
 

Friday April 24th  'Church in a Pub’ on 

the last Friday every month - 8pm Coaching 

Halt -  no hymns, no creeds, no confession, 

just a pint down the pub with Steve & 

friends, in the Coaching Halt, Maidenbower. 
 

Monday April 27th  7.30 - 9pm 

Compline - St Barnabas Vicarage -  

A warm welcome to all who would like to 

come to the Vicarage to enjoy cheese & 

wine, chat & pray Night Prayer 

(Compline) together. Everyone is welcome 

to drop in for some time or stay the whole 

evening. Cheese and Wine will be 

provided; crackers and other nibbles are 

welcome. 
 

Tuesday April 28
th

 – PCC Meeting 

7.30pm with Archdeacon Fiona and the 

Crawley Review Team.  

(In St Barnabas Hall)  
 

DIARY NOTES 
 

Wednesday May 6th Parish Outing to 

All Saint’s, Tudeley, Nr Tonbridge,   

 

Saturday  May 16th  Plant  Fair.  

Please think of us as you prepare your 

gardens and greenhouses and Sheila Dring 

would like some empty plant pots, please, 

deliver to the Pastoral Centre, thank you.  
 

Sunday May 17th 7.00pm “NOAH” a 

musical adventure at Chequer Mead Arts 

Centre. Songs, children’s choir & life-

sized animal puppets. If you wish to attend 

call the Box Office 01342 302000 now. 
 

The inside of the St. Nicholas Garden 

Room needs decorating. This has been on 

the Parish Buildings and Facilities 

Committee agenda for many months. Now 

the warmer weather is with us we intend to 

work on this but we need a group of 

volunteers to help. If you feel you could, 

mainly using emulsion paint, please 

contact Phyl 883362 or 

roger.pennell@zen.co.uk Once we have 

some volunteers we will arrange 

dates/times to suit. Thank you.  

 

CONTACTS 
 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

 

Churchwardens  

         Sian Moulder  -   01293 886160 

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 
 

 

Website:  www.worthparish.org.uk  

 

  facebook.com/WorthParish  
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