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CLERGY SERVING THE PARISH 
Rector Revd Canon Anthony Ball 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd James Grant  01293 404127 

Curate Revd Steve Burston 01293 279028 

Assistant Priests 
Revd Canon Roger Brown 01293 520454 

Revd Gordon Parry 07802 432398 
 

REGULAR SERVICES  
 St Nicholas Worth St Barnabas Pound Hil l 

Sun 08.00 Holy Communion 
        (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

09.45 Sung Eucharist  

      (Common Worship) 
 

11.30 1st Sun of each month  

 Nic’s 30 minute service 

 (All Age Prayer and Praise) 

 

 

10.00 1st ,2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays  

 Eucharist (Common Worship) 
 

10.00 3rd Sunday of each month  

 Informal Family Service   

 

Mon 17.00 Evening Prayer 08.30  Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

Tues 17.00 Evening Prayer 08.30  Morning Prayer 

10.30  Eucharist 

Wed 17.00 Evening Prayer 08.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

15:00 4th Wednesday of each month 

 Messy Church 

Thu 10.30 Eucharist  

17.00  Evening Prayer 

08.30 Morning Prayer 

 

Fri 17.00  Evening Prayer 08.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

Sat 17.00  Evening Prayer 08.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 
 

 Stepney‘s Coffee Shop Maidenbower 
Fri 11:30 A time to chat and pray – coffee, cake and questions 

 

Church in the Pub  
Last Fri  

of each 

month 

 

20:00 No hymns, no creeds, no confession, just a pint down the pub with friends.   

In the Coaching Halt, Maidenbower.  Steve says, “Don’t leave me lonely!” 

 

CONTACT US 
 

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, you can call the office on 0300 111 8150 

or email us on office@worthparish.org.uk.   

 

Send articles, photos and jokes for the magazine 

to magazine@worthparish.org.uk 

 

You can also find us here: 

   www.worthparish.org 

    facebook.com/WorthParish  

   twitter.com/worthparish 

When contacting any of our advertisers, please mention that you saw their advert here.   

Thank you. 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:magazine@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.twitter.com/worthparish
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FROM STEVE…
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BRAKE! BRAKE! BRAKE!  They were the words 

that rang in my ears on a hot summer’s day in 

1979 in South London on my first (and to be last) 

bike riding lesson (aged 8) from my older brother 

Darren(12).  Looking back, I have no idea why I 

trusted Darren to take the reins as my teacher - 

his CV in that department was poor - this was the 

boy that had several times knocked me out playing 

rugby and on one memorable occasion, by 

throwing a gold ball in the air and hitting it straight 

on my forehead.   (I woke up with him on all fours 

laughing and hitting the ground as he giggled “I 

couldn’t do that again if I tried!).  
 

My parents were raising four children, working 

and coping with my twin sister who was in and 

out of hospital because of her Spina Bifida.  They 

had no time to teach me how to ride a bike, so 

eventually and unfortunately, my brother stepped 

up to the mark, having grown sick of walking to 

the local park rather than riding.  So here we 

were - Darren adjusted his bike (a rather snazzy 

Chopper - now I am showing my age!) to fit me 

and had gone through a few rudimentary basics, 

but he kinda got bored.  Suddenly, he declared 

‘the only way you are going to learn is by having a 

go’.  Now most patient, sensible, considerate 

teachers would have started on the flat - that was 

where the problem lay - in the words - patient, 

sensible and considerate.  Darren was none of 
these!   
 

His cunning teaching programme was to take me 

to the top of the steepest hill - As I sat petrified at 

the top, Darren held the back of the bike and 

uttered the immortal line ‘You will have learnt by 

the bottom!” With a big shove, I was off.  I was 

alive! Wind rushing through my hair… the 

sensation of speed… Exhilarating!  How could 

have I been missing out on this? Then I could hear 

it - words rising in volume and panic  - BRAKE! 

BRAKE! BRAKE!  
 

Brake?  What was he talking about.  Brake?  Oh 

no! How do you brake?  In his lesson plan, Darren 

had told me everything about riding a bike except 

the crucial part about how to brake!  How did I 

brake?  By hitting the short brick wall of the house 

at the bottom and flying over the handle bars. 
 

At the heated debrief with my distraught mum 

later that evening, Darren said rather unwisely 

that it was the best impression of Superman he 

had ever seen!.  I broke both my arms as well as 

the bike - and didn’t get on two wheels again in 

earnest for many years.  I am still scarred by the 

shame of having to ride a tricycle around Center 

Parcs aged 30-something.  
 

So apart from telling you something I am still in 

therapy for today - what has this to do with my 

life and your life now?  Well, I think it tells us 

several things about forming the right habits.  In 

today’s world we are pressurized to rush here and 

there like being in a rush to ride before we have 

learnt how to brake or “break”.  
 

I used to do life (and still can!) rushing from one 

thing to another - wanting everyone to know how 

busy I was, because that showed I was making a 

difference and worth something in the eyes of the 

world.  The world, like my brother, doesn’t tell us 

to brake - or as the Psalms put in ‘Be still and 

know that I am God’.  
 

Jesus in his three year public ministry was 

incredibly busy healing, teaching and travelling. 

However, he did so because he had learnt how to 

brake.  We remember this especially in the season 

of Lent, when just before he is arrested, Jesus 

withdraws and stops in the Garden of 
Gethsemane - a time of trial as he cries out to 

God, but in his breaking, draws the strength to 

carry on his journey to the cross. 
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So, as we approach the celebration of Easter and 

Jesus’ gift of new life - do something counter 

cultural - In the words of my brother, but rather 

less panicky, learn to BRAKE! BRAKE! BRAKE !  

You will draw energy from this and be able to do 

the things you choose, as best as you can, so that 

you can ride with the wind in your hair and feel 

the exhilaration of life!  
 

 
P.S. I eventually learnt to ride a bike three years 

ago on the flat roads of Cambridge with a very 

patient, considerate and sensible teacher - Lizzie.  

The picture shows me before and after completing 

a 60 mile bike ride for my friend Patrick’s dialysis 

van.  And Darren remains my best and closest 

mate despite everything!  

Steve 
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NEWS
A MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP OF CHICHESTER 
AN APOSTOLIC CALLING
Good news is for sharing.  Love reciprocated; the 

birth of your child; success after an interview; the 

publication of your first commission; medical 

results that give the all clear; we do not keep 

news like this to ourselves.   
 

The good news that Jesus is risen from the dead 

has this same quality of needing to be shared.  All 

four gospel writers say that. This is news 

confirmed by “the signs that accompanied it” 

(Mark 16.20), by its universal relevance (Matthew 

28.19), starting from Jerusalem (Luke 24.47) but 

not confined to there, and it is costly in its 

demands on the leaders (John 21.18).   
 

Easter Day this year brings to mind my recent 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land with people from this 

diocese.  Our final celebration of the Eucharist at 

Abu Ghosh, the site of Emmaus, was a powerful 

reminder of what it means to be witnesses, sent 

out with good news to share.  
 

We had stood where Jesus was born and grew up, 

where he taught, healed the sick and gathered the 

twelve disciples.  We had walked the ancient path 

to Calvary and the empty tomb and been renewed 

in our identity as apostles.   
 

The journey home was an apostolic pilgrimage, 

sent out with a renewed experience of our 

baptism, re-evangelised by the gospel and an 

overwhelming sense of the presence of risen Jesus 

with us. 
 

My prayer is that across the whole of Sussex, all of 

us celebrating the good news that Jesus Christ is 

risen from the dead will be renewed by a real and  

profound encounter with him, because he is  

present in every place that we are present 

(Matthew 28.20).  
 

 

On Easter Day, when you leave church to return 

home, you will also be embarking on a pilgrimage 

of your own, carrying good news to share with 

others.   
 

This is your apostolic calling.  His message to you 

is strong, loving and simple: “Do not be afraid”.  

You are a person sent out to show others how to 

know, love, and follow Jesus. 
 

+Martin 

The Right Reverend Dr Martin Warner 

 

                             

HALL FOR HIRE 
St Barnabas Church Hall, Worth Road, RH10 7EB  

   Available for private functions    Hall seats up to 110 people   

  Pastoral Centre seats up to 40    Kitchen facilities available 

For rates, see worthparish.org/hall-hire/ 

 or call  0300 111 8150 or email office@worthparish.org.uk  
 

 

 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
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VOLUNTEER FOR THE SOUTH OF ENGLAND SHOW 
This year’s popular South of England show, held in 

Ardingly (RH17 6TL) will be on 11-13th June. 
 

The church responsibility at this family favourite 

event is to look after lost children, provide 

refreshments, and activities for young people.   
 

Reduced entry fees are planned for families this 

year and we have been given a larger space, so are 

running “The Sanctuary” with a parent and baby 

quiet space, a play place and somewhere for 

carers to rest as well as enjoy refreshments.  
 

If you would like to volunteer to help, please email 

communications@chichester.anglican.org 
 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2015 
Jesus said to them, ”Do you know what I have done to you?”? 
This year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer was 

prepared by the Christian women of the Bahamas 

and there were two services in Crawley – the first 

at St John’s in the town centre and the second at 

St Paul’s Methodist church in Northgate in the 

evening. 
 

In many countries, this day is known simply as 

World Day of Prayer, but in the UK, the word 

“Women” has been kept as it is felt it enables 

women to have a voice in countries where they 
are considered second class citizens. 
 

I attended the morning service at St John’s and on 

arriving in bright sunshine, (not known of late!), I 

found myself walking into church with a lady I 

knew from the Crawley United Reformed Church.   

We walked in to what appeared to be a dark 

building with few people there.  Where was 

everyone?  By the time we had been given a paper 

cut-out of a foot, a pencil and a service sheet, the 

church looked lighter, mostly because my 

Reactolite spectacles were adjusting after the 

sunshine!  While we were reading through the 

service booklet, the church was gradually filling 

with men and women, some known to me, some 

whom I hadn’t seen since the last Women’s 

World Day of Prayer and some whom I did not 

know at all; but it was good to see that the word 

had spread about how powerful and meaningful 

these services are. 
 

The earliest recorded mention of the Bahamas is 

1492, when Christopher Columbus arrived.   

English settlers established a colony in 1666 in 

New Providence and in the 1830s the slave trade 

was abolished, thanks to the British government.   

Today life in this part of the West Indies is very 

different - the Bahamas is prosperous and a 

popular holiday resort for those who can afford it 

but there are also areas of poverty and hotel staff 

may be poorly paid.   A lot of young people who 

wish to gain a good education leave to study in 

other countries and never return.  The 

predominant religion of the Bahamas is 

Christianity and so, from this sunny tropical 

country far away to a cold March day in England 

we ‘joined’ with them and settled down to take 

part in a service of information, hymns, readings 

and prayers.    
 

There were bright colours on display, artefacts, 

fruit, flowers and a flag from the islands.  The 

service begun with a jolly procession with swaying, 

singing and clapping in the aisle, followed by an 

introduction given by a West African lady who 

was our Leader for the service.  
 

Now, do you remember the paper foot and 

pencil?  Just before the offertory, we reflected on 

the dramatized Gospel of Jesus washing the feet of 

the disciples.  “Do you know what I have done to 

you?”  We chatted to our neighbours about the 

love that crosses all borders and then we had to 

write on the “foot” how we can express radical 

love as we walk in the footsteps of our Lord. 
 

It was very moving listening to all the changes that 

we were praying for, from poverty and domestic 

violence to early detection of cancer and how to 

prevent HIV and Aids - things we probably do not 

think of as being part of every day life in such a 

balmy, heavenly island as the Bahamas, but which, 

sadly, are actually worldwide problems. 
 

The service ended with the usual “The day thou 

gavest Lord, is ended” and as we sang, we thought 

of those Christian women, and men, all over the 

world, who were doing what we were doing, and   
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The Martins 

Family Funeral Directors 
Truly Independent 

 
Under the personal supervision of 

Peter, Jenny, Debbie and our dedicated team. 
Our family caring for your family. 

 
THE PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

FOR WHICH WE ARE RENOWNED IS AVAILABLE AT 
 

38 - 40 Broadfield Barton, Crawley, RH11 9BZ 
Free parking in front of the premises 

01293 552345 (24hrs) 
IF YOU WISH, ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE 

IN YOUR OWN HOME 
 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

MONUMENTAL MASONS  



9 

 

those just about to start their service.  Several 

people attended from our Parish, including our 

Rector, and we are also proud to say some of the 

ladies of our Parish are involved in the planning of 

these services and refreshments – thank you 

ladies.   Many people stayed for coffee or for the 

Bahaman lunch. 

Every year, on the first Friday in March, we 

celebrate Women’s World Day of Prayer.  Next 

year it will be prepared by the women of Cuba, so 

why not put it in your diary for 2016?  See you 

there!                                                   
 

Joan Tick

 

ST BARNABAS IS DOUBLE GLAZED 
 

The project to double-glaze the Pastoral Centre at 

St Barnabas’ was started over two years ago now, 

but at the end of January 2015, the installation of 

the double glazing took place at a cost of £11,340.  
 

Not only is this more efficient from an energy 

perspective but it has increased the amount of 

light in the building making the Pastoral Centre is 

warmer, lighter and with a more pleasant 

appearance.  Traffic noise is reduced and access 

through the new wider entrance door is easier 

and more user-friendly for those with mobility 

issues or pushchairs.  The new patio doors with 

push bar opening and closing make for easier 

access to the patio for summer functions and to 
exit in emergencies.  
 

We are indebted to all who  

contributed to this project  

including the Gatwick Airport  

Community Trust from whom  

we received £1000, Crawley  

Borough Council who gave us  

£5000 and all the individual donors who helped to 

make the project possible.  
 

2015 is the 60th anniversary of St. Barnabas’ 

construction and we are hoping to install double-

glazing in the church.  This will depend on our 

fundraising events, success in grant applications 

and donations from individuals and we would ask 

that you try and support us in this new project. 
 

Phyl Pennell 
 

 

WELCOMING 
A NEW ARCHDEACON 
On March 1st, in Chichester Cathedral, the Revd 

Martin Lloyd Williams was licensed to the post of 

Archdeacon of Brighton and Lewes, a position 

agreed when a fourth archdeaconry for the 

diocese of Chichester was created last year. 
 

This means that for the first time in three years, 

all full-time posts of those serving the diocese as 

members of the bishop's staff are filled.  Martin, 

ordained in 1994, was previously Rector of St 

Michael's Without in Bath and the Rural Dean of 

Bath. 
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PARISH VISIT TO TUDELEY - MAY 6TH 
Marc Chagall was a French-Russian artist, a 

pioneer of modernism who created works in 

virtually every artistic medium, including tapestry, 

stage sets and stained glass.  On the death of 

Matisse in 1954, Picasso remarked, "Chagall will be 

the only painter left who understands what colour 

really is". 
 

Not far from here, in All Saints' Church, Tudeley, 

Kent, is the only church in the world to have all its 

twelve windows decorated by Chagall.  The only 

other two religious buildings with complete sets of 

Chagall windows are in Jerusalem at the synagogue 

at Hebrew University’s Medical Center and in 

France, at the Chapel of Le Saillant, Limousin. 
 

A small village church near Tonbridge became a 

showcase for the work of one of the 20th 
Century's greatest artists through a family tragedy.  

Sir Henry and Lady Rosemary d'Avigdor-Goldsmid 

approached Chargall to see if he would paint a 

window in their local church as a memorial to 

their daughter Sarah, who had died aged 21 in a 

sailing accident off Rye.   
 

Sarah had loved Marc Chagall's work when she’d 

seen it at an exhibition at the Louvre and was 

fascinated by his windows for the Hadassah 

Medical Centre in Jerusalem .   
 

Marc Chargall obliged and on seeing the church 

for the first time, at the dedication of the window 

he had designed, Chagall decided he would design 

and decorate the remaining eleven windows, a 

project which took him 15 years and which he 

completed in 1985, shortly before his death aged 

98. 
 

The only other Chagall window in Britain is at 

Chichester Cathedral and was inspired by Psalm 

150; 'Let everything that hath breath praise the 
Lord'. 
 

Working in stained glass, Chagall created intense 

and fresh colours which change depending on 

natural light, the weather outside, refraction and 

the position of the viewer.  One of the wonders 

of the Tudeley windows is that they 

are at eye level so you can also go 

right up to them and see the marks of 

the artist’s hands.   
 

Come with us on Wednesday May 6th 

to view this amazing and unique 

legacy.  We will leave at 10.15am, 

arrive around 11.00 and have a guided 

tour and talk from11.30am to 12.00.  

There will then be additional time to 

walk round the church 

unaccompanied before departing for 

Broadview Tea Room & Gardens for 

refreshments/lunch.   
 

Return time is at the discretion of 

your driver.  
 

£5 will cover the cost of the visit and 

transport to the church, but you will 

need additional money to pay for 

lunch at the Tea Room. 
 

You can sign up at the back of church 

or contact: Joan Tick on 01293 

884695 / tickjoan@gmail.com or 
Stuart Sharpe on 01293 873073 / 

stuartsharpe@aol.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pablo_Picasso
mailto:tickjoan@gmail.com
mailto:stuartsharpe@aol.com
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PARISHIONER PROFILE COLIN SMITH 

Colin and Jackie married 48 years ago, have twin 
daughters, a son and seven grandchildren.  Prior 

to moving here from East London in 2005, going 

to church was a bit of a “weddings and Christmas” 

thing for them due to other commitments and 

partially due to the fact that the golf course 

entrance was 100 yards from their local church 

and they would inevitably walk past one in favour 

of the other! However, Colin has made up for this 

now as he has become a valued member of this 

parish.  
 

Workwise, Colin is another ex-policeman with 31 

years service in the Met.  Leaving the police force 

in 1998, he spent 6 years with the Lord 

Chancellor’s department and the local authority 

dealing, once again with policing matters.  
 

Colin and Jackie then moved to Sussex with a 

view to spending more time with their grand 

children and less time on the M25 travelling to 

Copthorne where they live. He was headhunted 

for a job as a Senior Planning Enforcement Officer 

in Brighton and Hove City Council which he 

started the day after they had moved in, finally 

retiring in 2011. 
 

They always wanted to become regular members 

of a church family and since the move, they have 

done just that at St Nicholas where it seemed 

right (and not near any golf courses!)   He has 

kept going due to the lovely atmosphere, the 

lovely people, and the feeling you get when you 

touch the stones of the building - that you are part 
of something bigger and more important than 

yourself.  He loves that connection with 

worshippers throughout history. 
 

He got chatting to a couple of other parishioners 

and found a common interest in, yes, you guessed 

it, golf.  As he describes it, someone asked him to 

lock up the church one day and the next thing he 

knew, he was on the PCC!  That was 4 years ago 

and he has been involved since, most recently 

becoming chair of the St Nicholas committee. 
 

Shortly after joining the church, Colin and Jackie 

both attended confirmation classes with Roger 

Brown and were confirmed in Southgate.  They 

then started a home group where they enjoyed 

chatting and getting to know people over a glass 

of something.  Those people remain firm friends. 
 

Things you wouldn’t necessarily know about Colin 

include that he was an Essex County Badminton 

champion, won a national Golf championship in 

1999 and is a member of Copthorne Golf Club. 
 

Elizabeth Whyman   

11 
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ST BARNABAS’ 60 YEARS OF WORSHIP IN 

THE HEART OF POUND HILL 
This year, we are celebrating the 60th anniversary 

year of St Barnabas’ which was designed by Arthur 

William Kenyon (1885-1969) and dedicated on 

Saturday 8th October, 1955 by the Bishop of 

Chichester. 
 

In January, we commemorated the laying of the 

foundation stone and now we are looking forward 

to the Patronal Festival in June.  
 

Every building is shaped by its use.  When entering 

a church, it is possible to feel that it is place of 

prayer.  Coming into St Barnabas’, you will 

probably see a service book on the altar from the 

daily Eucharist, prayer books and Bibles on chairs 

in the sanctuary as well as a lit candle next to the 

ambry marking that the sacrament of the previous 

Sunday is reserved here.   
 

And yes, St Barnabas is a place of prayer, open 

daily for people to come in.  However, it is more 

than that, having been built as a multifunction hall - 

a church and a social hub for the parish.  In an 

article on 29th January 1955 for the Courier, Sir 

Frederick Wells, Alderman of the City of London, 

commented that St Barnabas “typified a way of 

English life – the coming together of the spiritual 

and social life of the community” and that “the hall 

and chapel would be a means of bringing people 

together for the good of them all.”  
 

I think this sums up what St Barnabas can offer to 

the community today and into the future.  The 

growth of the site, with the hall added on in the 

Seventies and the Pastoral Centre extension in the 

Eighties, as well as the rededication and 

reordering of the church had both the spiritual 

and social aspects of our ministry in mind.  
 

This celebration year is a good opportunity to 

reflect on how we have worshipped here 

throughout the decades and we are keen for 

people to send in any recollections they have of 

earlier times.  I will be speaking to a those who 

were there to find out what St Barnabas’ was like 

sixty, forty and twenty years ago, as well as 

reflecting on what life is like now.  Finally, we’ll 

explore what the future might hold and what life 

could be like in 20 years time.  
 

The Courier article from 1955 goes on to say that 

although the hall was designed to seat 250, Sir 
Frederick “felt that all too soon, that would be 

insufficient in a neighbourhood which was growing 

almost before their eyes.  Amenities for the 

spiritual and social life of the parish would be 

badly needed and St Barnabas would go a long way 

to filling that need at least so far as the near future 

was concerned. ‘But I am sure it is going to be 

very small for the years to come.’”  
 

Let us read this as a hopeful message from 60 

years ago into our time: This place can be a 

vibrant meeting point for the Pound Hill 

community and that one day, it may even seem 

too small.  
 

James

MOTHERS’ UNION
We continue to support the clergy at all Baptism 

services.  Since the last magazine came out, we 

had our AGM and our Annual Wave of Prayer and 

our March monthly meeting focusing on the ‘Road 

to Emmaus’  
 

On St George’s Day, 23rd April, there will be a 

Parish Service followed by an Open Meeting.  We 

intend to have a raffle. 
 

Revd Steve Burston will talk about “Coming to 

Faith” on May 28th, followed by Compline. 

All monthly meetings, on the last Thursday of 

every month, are held in the St Barnabas Pastoral 

Centre and start at 7.30pm.  There are always 

refreshments after the meeting and everyone is 

welcome. 
 

For more details, contact Mary Fry on 01293 

410383 or see our website page at 

http://worthparish.org/community/groups/mothers

-union/ 

Ann Phillipson 

  

http://worthparish.org/community/groups/mothers-union/
http://worthparish.org/community/groups/mothers-union/


 

PRIZE CROSSWORD 
Back by popular demand!  To be in with a chance 

of winning a bottle of wine, complete this and do 

one of the following by 18th May: 

 Drop your solution into the boxes at the 
back of church 

 Scan your completed crossword and email 

it to magazine@worthparish.org.uk 

 Post to Elizabeth Whyman (Crossword), 

c/o The Parish Office, St Barnabas Church, 

Worth Road, Pound Hill, RH10 7DY  

Across 
1.  Relating to the whole universe (6)  

4.  The speaker of the remark in 8 Across (6)  

8.  ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will 

not believe  it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  

9.  He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll 

containing Jeremiah’s message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  

10.  Baptist minister and controversial founder of 

America’s Moral Majority, Jerry — (7)  

11.  Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be 

baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  

12.  Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  

17.  Port from which Paul sailed on his last 

journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 

19.  ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — 

because he had spoken with the Lord’ (Exodus 

34:29) (7) 

21.  Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 

22.  Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 

23.  ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to 

the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 

24.  ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

— and you came to visit me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6) 

 

Down 

1.  Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   

2.  Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 

3.  Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  

5.  For example, the Crusades (4,3) 

6.  11 Across is certainly this (5)  

7.  He reps (anag.) (6)  

9.  Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 
13.  Man who asked the question in 11 Across was 

in charge of all her treasury (Acts 8:27) (7) 

14.  They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not 

indulging in much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  

15.  The human mind or soul (6)  

16.  ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the 

tools of war increase; their bread is — ’ (Graham 

Kendrick) (6) 

18.  ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 

— ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  

20.  Bared (anag.) (5)
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Name: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details:  

(will not be retained after competition) 
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BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
NOTES FROM THE CURATE’S DOG 
MY DAILY GRATITUDE ATTITUDE (WELL ALMOST)
 

 

 
 

7 am- Oh boy!  A walk!  My favourite!  
8 am- Oh boy!  Breakfast!  My favourite!  
9 am- Oh boy!  Grace, Alice and Lily!  My 

favourite!  
Noon- Oh boy!  The garden!  My favourite!  
2 pm- Oh boy!  A walk in Tilgate!  My favourite! 

3 pm -Oh boy!  Found a puddle to roll in!  My 

favourite!  

3.45 pm Oh No!  A bath!  Not my favourite!  
4 pm- Oh boy!  The kids are home!  My favourite!  
5 pm- Oh boy!  Playing ball!  My favourite!  
7 pm- Oh boy!  Welcome home Dad!  My 

favourite!  
8 pm- Oh boy!  Dinner!  My favourite!  
9 pm- Oh boy!  Sleeping on the couch!  My 

favourite! 
Woofs from Digger 

 

Congratulations to those who were baptised 

since the last magazine came out: 
 

08/02/2015 

Wilson Ernest Brown 

Oliver George Basting 

Roman Christopher Curtis 

  

And also many 
congratulations to Gervaise 

Woodgate and Daniel 

Waller (pictured) who were 

married on 14/02/2015 at 

St Nicholas. 

 

Traditionally, there are no baptisms 

and marriages performed during 

Lent but we’ll have more to report 

on in the next issue. 

 

If you’d like to be featured, please 

email your photos to  

magazine@worthparish.org.uk 

 

mailto:magazine@worthparish.org.uk
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ST NICHOLAS CIRCLE 
 

 

We were blessed with three inspiring 

speakers at St Nicholas Circle in the two 

months since the last Parish Magazine.   
 

In February, Chris Sole came to give a talk 

on “the day that changed my life”.  He 

spoke about the before and after of his 

2011 bike accident and the effect it has 

had upon his life.  We also heard about his 

gradual progress from hospital to 

rehabilitation to being in his own flat.  

Finally, Chris spoke about his volunteer 

work, including fundraising for the Kent, 

Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance.  Part of 
that work included telling his story to us.  
 

Chris’ story was introduced by Dr Sherrie 

Baehr, a neuro-psychologist from The 

Silverlining Charity which has been 

involved in supporting Chris.  She spoke of 

the importance of making opportunities for those 

who have suffered brain injuries to reintegrate 

within the community and told us that an 

important step in this was involvement in 

supporting charities through events and 

fundraising as proven by this evening’s talk which 

raised £121 for the two charities. 
 

In March, it was the turn of Lisa Phillips who came 

to our evening and gave a talk on the work of the 

CCVS.  This charity, based in Crawley, is run to 

help over 175 registered charities and more than 

400 other organisations in our local area.  In total 

they have over 6000 volunteers estimated to give 

over £4m of their own time free of charge to this 

cause.   
 

The charities that they help face challenges in 

setting up, keeping running, finding volunteers and 

fundraising.  CCVS has the experience which they 

share with others by running training courses, 

giving health checks and providing guidance as well 
as bringing charities together in joint projects.  

The questions that followed reflected the great 

interest in the talk Lisa had given.   

In April, we have a talk from the Society of the 

Little Flower and in May, something completely 

different as we explore “The Art of the Poster 

1914/1918, Weapons of Mass Communication”. 
 

The St Nicholas Circle is a group which meets once a 

month, on a Thursday, to listen to a variety of talks.  It 

is open to all – to join, just turn up and pay an annual 

membership of £2.  Call 0300 111 8150 if you want 

to find out more. 

Max Perry 
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PILLARS OF FAITH – DIETRICH BONHOEFFER 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born on 4 February 1906 

in Breslau, Germany.  A twin, he grew up in a 

comfortable professional home with a father who 

was an eminent psychiatrist and neurologist and 

his mother, a teacher.  It was nominally a 

Lutheran, though not a profoundly religious, 

environment and the young Bonhoeffer caused 

something of a stir when he announced, at 

thirteen, that he would go into the church.   
 

Intellectually, Bonhoeffer was striking.  But he was 

determined to expand his horizons, too.  At the 

age of eighteen he went to Rome and was 

powerfully moved by the Roman Catholic Church.  

In 1930-1, he studied in New York, at Union 

Theological Seminary, and regularly attended 

Services at the Abyssinian Baptist Church.  Here 
too he became increasingly drawn to ecumenism - 

the idea of a Christian unity in the literal meaning: 

that there should be a single Church. 
 

In 1933, the leader of the radical, racialist Nazi 

Party, Adolf Hitler, became chancellor and then 

dictator of Germany.  Bonhoeffer saw Nazism to 

be a counter-religion and a danger to Christianity 

and he became an active participant in the 

Confessing Church that opposed Hitler in 

Germany.  In October 1933, Bonhoeffer moved to 

England to be pastor to two German-speaking 

parishes in the London area.  Here he searched 

for allies and met his greatest British advocate, 

Bishop George Bell of Chichester. 
 

In 1939, as war was imminent, he chose to return 

to his own country, knowing what this might cost 

him, and remarking that the victory of Nazism in 

Europe would destroy Christian civilization.   
 

To Bonhoeffer, true discipleship now demanded 

political resistance against this criminal state.  He 

wrote that the Christian must live maturely and 

responsibly in the world, and live by God's grace, 

not by ideology. 
 

He was increasingly implicated in the work of 

groups committed to overthrowing the 

government and in March 1943, he was arrested 

and incarcerated.  On 20 July 1944, a final attempt 

was made by German citizens to destroy the 
Hitler regime for themselves.  It failed 

disastrously, and hundreds of political prisoners 

were executed afterwards.  Bonhoeffer himself 

survived as a prisoner until 9 April 1945 but sadly, 

was executed only a few days before the end of 

the war, as the Soviet armies moved across the 

diminishing face of the Third Reich to victory. 
 

Certainly, the letters and books that Bonhoeffer 

wrote remain powerful today.  He was a 

dedicated man of faith, who wanted to carry out 

the teaching of Christ as he found it revealed in 

the Gospels. 
 

In his prison letters, Bonhoeffer raises interesting 

questions about the role of Christianity and the 

church in a "world come of age".  In his book “The 

Cost of Discipleship”, he spoke about a “cheap 

grace” that the Church of his time preached and 

the actual costly grace of Jesus Christ that he saw 

as at the heart of the Gospel.   
 

 

 “Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without 

requiring repentance, baptism without church 

discipline.  Communion without confession.  Cheap 

grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the 

cross, grace without Jesus Christ." 
 

 

English translations of Bonhoeffer's works, most of 

which were originally written in German, are 

available and make interesting reading. 
 

Steve Burston 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communion_(Christian)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confession_(religion)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disciple_(Christianity)


17 

 

VIEW FROM THE PEW 
As a regular worshipper at St Nicholas, I thought I 

might share a few, hopefully non-controversial,  

views from the pews and encourage others to do 

the same.   
 

Have you noticed how different people have their 

“place” in the Church? (physical not pecking 

order, that is!).  Sometimes it is because they have 

to be on the end to read or serve.  For others, it 

is because that is where they have always sat.   
 

Well, my wife usually sits at the front and I at the 

back.  This has sometimes caused confusion with 

people not appreciating our relationship (This can 

also happen with members of the choir and their 

other halves).  Others, who know we are married, 

joke about the state of our relationship.  Fear not, 
all is well! 
 

Sue is merely fighting the battle against people’s 

unwillingness to sit at the front and in doing so, 

she hopes to support the Clergy who might 

otherwise be lonely!  On my part, I have three 

reasons for sitting at the back north side.  Firstly, 

it is always reassuring that if I see people start to 

stand up, I am still young enough to be on my feet 

before the 30th person does so, and thus feel that 

I am in accord with the rest of the congregation.  

Secondly, you tend to meet new people and 

visitors at or near the back and it’s easier then to 

have a quick chat with them at the end of the 

service.  And lastly, as you sit there on a spring 

day, the sun suddenly appears through the South 

window - timed perfectly to the start of the 

sermon and bathing you in its warmth.   
 

If the preacher is on good form, the sunlight can 

increase the power of the sermon; regardless, the 
light reflects on your face showing a warm and 

attentive figure! 

 

Max Perry 

 

 

CHRISTIANS AGAINST POVERTY
The Crawley CAP Debt Centre was launched on 

March 8th with a commissioning service held at St 

Andrews Church, in some style!  Our Parish was 

represented by the clergy and a number of 

parishioners. 
 

“Christians Against Poverty” is a highly regarded 

debt management organisation which began life in 

Bradford in 1996.  They are passionate about 

lifting people out of debt and poverty through 

their debt help service.  It has grown into a 

national charity with a vision to have a CAP Debt 

Centre, in partnership with local churches, in 

every town and city across the UK.  The main 

focus is to help people, irrespective of religious 

belief, with debt problems while showing the love 

of Christ.   

It is believed that as many as 1 in 9 households are 

struggling with debt and this, inevitably leads to 

family breakdown, depression and even suicide.  

There are now around 270 CAP Debt Centres 

throughout the country and Crawley will add to 

this number; presently the nearest Centre is in 

Leatherhead.  The 

Debt Centres are 

supported by a 

Bradford head office 

staff of up to 250, 

both salaried and 

volunteers.  Some 

27 thousand people 

are helped every 

year and in 2014 

2,534 clients 

became debt free. 
 

The Crawley Debt Centre is managed by David 

Dickson and he will be supported in various ways 

by members of a number of Crawley churches 

from different denominations.  It is intended that 

our own Parish will be active in this field. 

Look out for leaflets etc at the back of church or 

in the Pastoral Centre, which will give a great 

more detail about CAP and the wonderful service 

provided. 

Stuart Sharpe 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE PARISH? 
After three years of our current committee 

structure, the PCC has discussed whether changes 

are needed and concluded that some streamlining 

would help release more energy for the main task 

of the PCC which is to “co-operate with the 

minister in promoting in the parish the whole 

mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social 

and ecumenical”.   
 

Streamlining would also reduce the “bureaucratic 

overhead”, that is, the minutes and other 

paperwork that each meeting produces, allowing 

(we hope!) shorter PCC meetings.   
 

WHAT ARE THE CHANGES?? 
The committee for each church is retained to 

continue to deal with matters relating to the life of 

each congregation, alongside the regular 

“congregational meetings” that have been 

introduced.   
 

The other 10 committees are consolidated into 3:   
 

A Standing Committee to oversee all the 

buildings, facilities, finances and most of the “legal” 

stuff around employment, health and safety and so 

on.  It is also responsible for conducting any PCC 

business, which has not been delegated elsewhere, 

between meetings. 
 

A Discipleship Committee to oversee 

activities relating to our fellowship and personal 

growth 
 

A Mission Committee to oversee work focused 

on those who are not yet an established part of 

the church family 
 

Membership of these three committees and the 

two church committees will consist of PCC 

members, but observers can be invited to attend 

meetings, either regularly or for particular 

meetings/ parts of them.   Who is on which 

committee will be decided at the first regular PCC 

meeting, scheduled for 21st April, following the 

Annual Meeting. 
 

Each committee will be able to break down the 

areas they are responsible for into discrete areas 

or projects, for example, “running the Pastoral 

Centre” or “coordinating risk assessments”, and 

identify groups/individuals to take them forward - 

calling in advice, help and resources as necessary.   

Help could come from new volunteers or existing 

groups of people (for example, those who have 

been on the Events Committee or are Sunday 

School teachers), although these groups will be 

less formal than previously.  There will be greater 

flexibility to get on with things and just report 

back to the Committee through a link person.   
 

The structure and broad areas of responsibility of 

the new committees are shown in the diagram 

below. 
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WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR YOU?? 
If there is a project or part of parish life that you 

would like to be involved in, then just speak to any 

member of the PCC and they will put you in 

touch with the right person.   
 

Those people voted onto the PCC or Standing 

Committee at the meeting on Sunday 22nd March 

are detailed on page 22.  
 

Expressing an interest or volunteering does not 

mean you have to sit on a committee or get 

involved in any bureaucracy… it’s just an 

opportunity to contribute your talents and energy. 

We want whatever you offer to be something that 

gives you joy and fulfilment for as long as you 

continue to offer it and not something that feels 

like a burden or obligation! 
 

Thank you in advance for taking your part in our 

ongoing efforts to be a blessing to each other and 

the communities around us. 

Anthony Ball 

 

COMMITTEE ROUND UP
PCC AND STANDING COMMITTEE 
Matters discussed at PCC meetings in February 

and March are reported elsewhere in the 

magazine (streamlining of committee structure) or 

other publications (Annual Report and Accounts).   
 

A decision was taken that work with young people 

and families should be a priority for the parish, 

although this will mean fewer resources for some 

other areas of ministry.  We saw a first draft of 

the Diocesan Strategy which is to be launched at 
Pentecost (more on that in a future edition) and 

noted that Archdeacon Fiona is undertaking a 

comprehensive review of the church’s work and 

deployment in Crawley and Horsham.   

DISCIPLESHIP AND FELLOWSHIP  
Stations of the Cross, led by Anthony, James, Joan 

or Stuart have averaged about 7 people in 

attendance and the Lent Soup lunches, which 

follow this, have been well attended.   

Between 8 and 10 people from our Parish also 

attended the Lent Course held at Crawley United 

Reformed Church each week.   
 

We are still awaiting a date for our visit to 

Chichester Cathedral, with afternoon tea and 

Evensong or Evening Prayer.  However, if you are 

in Chichester on Tuesday May 19th, a lunchtime 

concert at the Cathedral at 1.10pm will be 

performed by one of our ex choirboys - Warren 

Mailey-Smith. 
 

Our Parish visit to Tudeley is organized for May.  

See page 10 for all the details or sign up at the 

back of either church.  Also in May, on Saturday 

May 23rd, Revd Steve Burston is leading us at the 

“Big Church Day Out” in Steyning.   

Further details will follow of our Parish visit to 

Wintershall, but should you wish to see this play 

of the Life of Christ, on 23- 29 June, call 01793 

418299 to book a place. 
 

Ladies’ and Men’s Breakfasts have been arranged 

for September 12 and 19th and an October or 

November Parish Away / Quiet Day, whose date 

and venue will be confirmed later. 

EVENTS AND FUNDRAISING 
We are looking forward to an exciting year, 

helping to celebrate St Barnabas 60th anniversary.  

Please join us for our VE Day tea on May 9th May 
3-5pm in the Pastoral Centre, our plant fair on 

May 16th 10-12, and our flower festival at St 

Barnabas on June 5th-7th, for which plans are 

underway.  Any groups or individuals wishing to 

do, or sponsor, an arrangement please contact 

Jane 01293543065.  More details next issue.  

FAMILIES, YOUTH AND CHILDREN 
Rev’d Steve presented a report to the PCC on the 

Way Ahead for Families, Youth and Children in 

the Parish.  His enthusiasm was contagious and 

everyone was also pleased to hear that Messy 

Church now has the second largest congregation 

in the parish and that Plugged In now has 20 

attendees who are enjoying the newly donated 

football table. 

FINANCE AND STEWARDSHIP 
The 2014 annual report and accounts for the 

parish are now available.  In summary, finances 

remained steady throughout the year and we 

managed to cover all our regular expenditure 

except the full ministry costs where we still 

require a subsidy from the Diocese for the 

stipends of the Rector and Associate Vicar.  

However, this level of subsidy is decreasing each 

year.  We contributed almost £109,000 to the 



20 

 

Diocese for our ministry costs but to cover these 

entirely would be £130,000.  
 

Throughout the year, the total income was 

£198,468 while expenditure was £194,086.  This 

means we had a surplus of just over £4,000 which 

is good news but still means that our reserves are 

small.  The parish has total assets of just £68,356 

which does not provide much of a "rainy day fund" 

to deal with the unexpected.   
 

The recent stewardship campaign brought a good 

response from members of the congregation and 

will result in an extra £5,000 in regular giving each 

year.  However, we had hoped to achieve almost 

double that.  Therefore, the PCC would be 

extremely grateful if anyone not already a member 
of the Parish Giving Scheme would consider 

joining to make a monthly financial contribution to 

the work of the Parish.  Please email 

treasurer@worthparish.org.uk for the form. 
 

Valuable income is raised through letting the Hall 

and Pastoral Centre at St Barnabas (almost 

£11,500) with a further £6,000 from sales from 

the Coffee Shop and souvenirs from St Nicholas.  

This would not be possible without the 

committed volunteers helping throughout the 

year.  Commitment from the congregation also 

enabled £10,463 to be raised from a range of 

fundraising activities across the year, which also 

offered entertainment and fellowship for the 

congregation and the wider community.  
 

A large amount of our expenditure goes on our 

buildings - £27,500 in 2014 and £58,000 in 2013 

when urgent work was done at St Barnabas.  The 

Pastoral Centre windows work was done in 2015 

and is therefore not included in 2014’s accounts. 
 

The PCC is committed to giving to other charities.  

Every year we give a percentage of our voluntary 

income to a variety of recipients.  In 2014, £5,193 

was given away, including £1,443 from our 

Christmas collections and £1,200 from collections 

for the Parish World Bank. 

PARISH BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES 
At St Nicholas’, moss on some of the slippery 

paths has been treated with a soap-based cleaner. 
 

The double glazing of the windows/doors in the 

Pastoral Centre is now completed (see page 21).   

A faculty to convert the back room/store at St. 

Barnabas into a downstairs meeting room has 

been granted. The French windows for this area 

are due to be installed on 22 April.  We have 

already cleared the space and had the partition 

wall removed. Also at St. Barnabas, the electrical 

installation testing has been started and will 

hopefully be completed soon.  
 

Outstanding works include the repairs to the Bell 

Tower at St. Nicholas. 

PASTORAL CARE AND SAFEGUARDING 
Pam Newley and Janet Hewerdine have stepped 

down as the Parish Safeguarding Officer (and 

Vulnerable Adult Protection Officer) and Child 

Protection Officer respectively.  We are 

immensely grateful for the years of commitment 

and care they have put into these roles – as we 

are to Sheila Dring who has been appointed as the 

new safeguarding officer.  Before 

‘retirement’, Pam and Janet gave a 

safeguarding update to the PCC, 

including detailing new 

recruitment guidelines for both 

paid and voluntary roles in the 

parish. 
 

The monthly teas organised by the 

Pastoral Assistants (PAs) continue 

to be popular.  The PCC has 

approved several new candidates 

for training as PAs - Liz Burston, 

Mary Fry, David Parker, Greta 

Sawyer and Stuart Sharpe.  The 
Director of the Crawley Debt 

Centre came to speak to us about 

its work and it is envisaged that 

mailto:treasurer@worthparish.org.uk
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some PAs will act as befrienders and visitors when 

the work of the Centre begins in earnest.  See 

page 17 for more details on this. 

ST NICHOLAS  
In January we welcomed The Rev’d James Grant 

to St Nicholas for his first Sung Eucharist and in 

February, he also participated in our Choral 

Evensong for Candlemas. 
 

Now in March, the churchyard is looking 

wonderful with many snowdrops and the church 

has had its spring clean, and we extend thanks to 

the volunteers who came to do that.  Next time, 

please could you offer to help clean (if we entice 

you with bacon sandwiches..)  
 

On Sunday 8th March, a congregational meeting 

was held at which we explained how we are in the 

process of obtaining further quotes for the path 

and looking at retarmacing from top to bottom, 

handrails and lighting.  We have to accept that 

while the trees remain, they will undermine any 

path and therefore it will periodically need repair. 
 

Mr Tony Chamier has very kindly reset and fixed 

the heating for which we are all very grateful, and 

hopefully we will now be warm again. 

ST BARNABAS 
Many will have noticed the big improvement in the 

Pastoral Centre with the fitting of the new double 

glazed windows and door.  See page 9 for details. 
 

Having welcomed Rev’d James to the Parish, the 

focus of the last committee meeting was the 60th 

Anniversary celebrations, with the first event of 

the year being the service with the Bishop of 

Lewes commemorating the laying of the 

foundation stone back in 1955.  Look out for 

more events throughout the year.  One major aim 

is to raise sufficient funds to replace the church 

windows.  

WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTS 
Since the last magazine: 

 In Lent we have had Stations of the Cross 

 Planning for the Easter Services has been a 

significant focus  

 We have begun our course preparing 
adults for Baptism and/or Confirmation  

 Discussion is underway about new hymn 

books for St Barnabas, following a 

generous donation 

 

 

RECIPE PAGE - ORANGE AND GINGER BISCOTTI 
Jill provides us with the recipe for biscuits she 

brought on Remembrance Day. 
 

Ingredients  

60g butter 

100g plain flour or gluten-free flour 

50g caster sugar 

Finely grated zest of an orange  

½ tsp ground dried ginger or 2-3 cm piece fresh 

ginger root finely grated 
 

Preparation Method  

1. Line a baking sheet with baking parchment. 

2. Heat the oven to 180C. 

3. Melt the butter in a saucepan. 

4. Mix all the other ingredients together and 

tip them into the melted butter. 

5.  Stir until well mixed and everything comes 

together in a lump that leaves the side of 

the pan clean.  

Fresh ginger adds moisture, so may need a 

little more flour.  Gluten-free flour seems 

to absorb less moisture/butter, so add a 

little more if the mix is too sticky to 

handle. 

6. Take teaspoons of the biscuit mixture and 

form into balls. 

7.  Place the balls well apart (they spread 

when cooking) on the parchment and 

flatten a little with the heel of your hand. 

You should get 16-24 small biscuits. 

8. Bake for approx. 7 minutes, checking that 

they are not burning. 

9. Remove from the oven and leave to set on 

the tray for a few minutes before carefully 

transferring to cool on a wire cake rack. 

10. When cool they will keep, wrapped in 

greaseproof paper in an airtight tin for up 

to 2 weeks. 

Invent your own flavour variations, for 

example. vanilla, lemon & clove, coconut, 

almond and amaretto, any chopped nuts or 

dried fruits, chocolate or coffee and so on. 
 

Adapted from a Peter Bayless Recipe by  

Jill Alderton 
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YOUR NEW PCC 
 The Annual Parochial Church Council meeting 

took place on 22nd March, and the following 

people were elected to the Parochial Church 

Council. 
 

 Canon Anthony Ball (Clergy/Chair) 

 Revd James Grant (Clergy)  

 Revd Steve Burston (Clergy)  

 Phyl Pennell (St Barnabas’ Churchwarden/Vice 
Chair)  

 Sian Moulder (St Nicholas’ Churchwarden)  

 Sheila Dring (Deputy Churchwarden and 
Safeguarding Officer)  

 VACANT (St Nicholas Deputy Churchwarden) 

 Alexander Brooks (Deanery Synod Rep)  

 Dawn Clubb (Deanery Synod Rep)  

 Don Hewerdine (Deanery Synod Rep)  

 Karen Fly  

 Colin Smith  

 Simon Wakefield (Secretary)  

 Matthew Knight (Treasurer)  

 Filomena Resce  

 Jane Stanford (Electoral Roll Officer)  

 Lynda Eells  

 Ann Lane  

 Helen McLaren  
 

 

The following people make up the Standing 

Committee, described on page 18: 

 Canon Anthony Ball 

 Phyl Pennell 

 Sian Moulder 

 Revd James Grant 

 Revd Steve Burston 

 Sheila Dring 

 VACANT 

 Matthew Knight 

 Simon Wakefield 
 

Several of these people are serving the parish in 

roles that they have previously held and we thank 

them for continuing.  We are also excited to 

welcome those joining them, including Sian 

Moulder from the Nic’s congregation, who takes 

up the mantle of St Nicholas’ Churchwarden, 

Sheila Dring, from St Barnabas’, who becomes 

Safeguarding Officer and Deputy Churchwarden, 

and Lynda Eells, Ann Lane and Helen McLaren. 
 

We offer huge thanks to those who have been 

stalwarts of the parish in previous years, but who 

have now stepped down, amongst them - 

Rosemary Cordan as St Nicholas’ churchwarden, 

David Anderson as St Barnabas’ churchwarden 

and Pam Newley as safeguarding officer. 
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MESSY CHURCH 
Messy Church services have the second large 

congregation in the whole Parish.  Here’s what 

some of the attendees say: 
 

Messy church is a monthly highlight for our 

family.  The girls love having an activity 

straight after school and enjoy the liveliness 

and variety that you manage to fit in to the 

short time.  They get to make things to 

bring home and especially like making 

edibles (icing little biscuits)!  

Helen, Anna and Isabelle 

 

As a helper I really enjoy seeing the children 

get so involved with the religious-themed crafts 

and songs.  It is lovely knowing that we are part 
of sowing the seed and telling the age-old stories 

that I learnt as a child and which schools do not 

cover in as much depth now. 

                                       Joan, helper  
 

I like everything, the sticking and gluing, the 

playing, listening to stories about Jesus and 

singing!”                                          Cara 
 

I like meeting new friends, and the snacks! 

James 
 

Messy Church is a great opportunity for families 

in the Parish to get together in a relaxed setting 

and where the children can be creative and have 

fun while learning something about God’s love for 

us.   

Sian mum to Cara, James and Oscar  
 

It is wonderful to have several families who have 

been "Messy" from the start and we now have 

additional children from their families who were 

not born when Mum first came.   

Mary, helper 
 

It's great that the children can enjoy messy play 

while learning about the Bible.”  

Nanna 
 

Biscuits! Singing “My God is a great big God”! 

Playing and listening to stories!                     

Jenson  

I think it's a great way for children to learn the 
true meaning of special times, like Christmas and 

Easter.  It's helped Jenson understand where his 

Grandpa is - in heaven.   

Vikki 

 

I enjoy meeting other parents and 

the sense of community it brings.  I feel a bit 
uncomfortable taking my young children to a 

church service in case they disturb others, (I 

know it wouldn't and we've always been 

welcomed) but there's no feeling like that at 

Messy Church.  The members of the Mothers’ 

Union and Stuart are so welcoming and always so 

helpful.                   Faye  
 

I like the songs!  Pity I can't keep up with the 

actions - I always seem to be one move behind - 

old age?  

Stuart, helper 
 

Their favourite part (well it's mine anyway!) is 

definitely the singing with actions and "Our God 

is a great big God" has become an anthem in our 

house.  I/we also like that they get some food at 

the end too, especially the cakes! Thank you to all 

involved in Messy Church!! 

Helen, Anna and Isabelle 
 

 

Messy Church is Church but not entirely as you 

know it - it is for families and is fun, welcoming 

and monthly - see page 31 for dates- (soon to be 

bi-monthly). We do crafts, sing, listen to Bible 

stories and have sandwiches and cake (most 

importantly) together.  It is very informal and 

ages range from babies through primary age and 

on past retirement age!  It is the perfect way to 

know what a fantastic and warm place our Parish 
is and to hear the important stories of the Bible 

told in a fun way.   

Liz Burston 
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PARISHIONER PROFILE MYRTLE TAYLOR 

  
Myrtle grew up in Burnt Oak in North London, 

the seventh child in a family where sadly, only four 

survived to adulthood.  When she was three and a 

half , the brother next to her in age was tragically 

drowned the day before his 8th birthday.  

However, it was a very happy family. 
 

As a child, Myrtle did not attend church but was 

taken to a Wesleyan Sunday School by one of her 

brothers who was charged as being responsible 

for her.  She grew up mainly with boys although 

her elder brother and sister were both at work 

when Myrtle was a child.  Whereas they left 

school at 14, which was normal in those days, 

Myrtle was the privileged child, as she stayed at 

school until 16.  She clearly remembers leaving 

school on a Friday and starting work on the 

Monday. 
 

Myrtle’s family lived in a block of flats in a white, 

working-class area but the rest of Edgware, 

Hendon, Barnet and Golders Green were 

predominantly Jewish.  For a while, at her all-girls 

Secondary school, she laboured under the belief 

that she was hopeless at Art and many of the 

others were being given extra Art lessons because 

they were exceptionally good at it.  Later she 

realized that actually the Jewish girls went to extra 

Art instead of RE lessons!  This was in the 

Thirties.  In 1939, at the outbreak of war, Myrtle 

was a schoolgirl but by 1945 and the end of the 

war, she was a working woman.  Her formative 

years were during World War Two and she grew 

up very rapidly but was not evacuated as her 

mother did not wish it. 
 

In her youth, Myrtle’s Sunday mornings were not 
spent at church but round the piano where the 

family would perform operettas and musical 

comedies of the day.  Her brothers would spend 

Sunday afternoons dismantling their motorbikes 

and, if she was lucky, she was allowed to ride 

pillion which she found very exciting ! 
 

Myrtle started going to church via the City 

Temple Literary Society, where she was influenced 

by Dr. Leslie Weatherhead, an English Christian 

theologian in the liberal Protestant tradition.  She 
decided to attend the City Temple Church but 

her attendance was spasmodic, because she had 

more interesting things to attend to, such as 

acquiring boyfriends and becoming engaged.  

Unfortunately, like many wartime romances, her 

first engagement did not survive the Peace! 
 

She met Robert Taylor on Victoria Station on 

June19th 1954, they were married in1955, and 

settled in South Lambeth. Both worked hard in 
jobs and in raising a family consisting of Penelope 

Rose and then, three and a half years later, 

Geoffrey Charles, both born at St Thomas’s 

Hospital. 
 

Myrtle started going to church regularly at St 

Anne’s, Vauxhall when her children were baptized.  

By this time, she was running her own business.  

She typed all the scripts for the Royal Shakespeare 

Company including the very first script for Samuel 

Beckett’s ‘Waiting for Godot’.  She also met 
Tennessee Williams and did work for Anglia 

Television. 
 

A move to Purley meant that they began attending 

St Swithun’s Church.  The church had a seven and 

a half year Interregnum during which time 

everyone pulled their weight and this led to 

Myrtle discovering a talent for Liturgy.  When her 

children were teenagers, she became a Reader and 

she was licensed at Southwark Cathedral in 1983.  
She really wanted to be a Deaconess but was 

turned down as she was too talkative! 
 

In 1987, the family downsized to Crawley.  Penny 

had married and gone to live in America so  
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Myrtle, Robert and Geoffrey moved to Pound Hill.  

Looking around, they found Christ Church, (now 

the URC) at Three Bridges, then looked up the 

hill to see a large cross - the one at the narthex 

end of St Barnabas’ Church.  Walking up the hill 

to take a look, the then churchwarden, Kitty 

Gordon, welcomed them in. 
 

They immediately started to worship at St 

Barnabas’ where they felt at home because it was 

similar to the church they had attended in Purley.  

At that time, the whole parish was under one 

roof, due to the fire and rebuilding work at St 

Nicholas. 
 

Myrtle, after a year of waiting, was re-licensed by 

the Diocese as a Reader for our Parish and also 

during that year, joined the Chaplaincy Team at 

Crawley Hospital where she continued for 

fourteen years.  As a Reader, Myrtle regularly 

preached, but at Worth, she had to do so standing 

on a box as she is barely 5ft tall ! 
 

Eventually ,at 74, she retired again, but continues 

to worship regularly at St Barnabas.  When asked 

if she had a favourite hymn or piece of music, she 

replied in the negative, but if pushed, she would go 

for Edith Piaf’s “Je ne regrette rien”!! What a great 

statement of a wonderful life lived to the full! 

 

Ann Phillipson 

 

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF ST NICHOLAS
St Nicholas is the fourth oldest church in the 

country and over centuries, has provided a place 

for marking key moments in the life of the 

community, as well as communal worship and 

private reflection.   
 

St Nicholas belongs to us all and you do not have 

to attend services here to want the church and 

churchyard looked after for future generations.  

The cost of maintaining this heritage is substantial 
and we need your support.  

Please help us look after the ancient building and 

churchyard by becoming a ‘Friend of St Nicholas’.   
 

For £30 a year, you will be kept in touch with 

newsletters, magazine and invitations to events.   
 

It is only with your generosity that we will be able 

to hand on to future generations the wonderful 

heritage that we enjoy today so please click the 

link on our website page 

http://worthparish.org/community/friends-of-st-
nicholas/ to print out the form and join.

  
 

BOOK REVIEW 
I Think it’s God Calling: a vocation diary  

By Katy Magdalene Price, £7.99 
 

This is the true story of a young woman’s 

journey from doubter to deacon.  This book 

follows Katy from her first encounter with God, 

through the Anglican interview process, learning 

to ‘speak Christian’ and feeling the pain of 

rejection, to her acceptance for training, where 

she acquires a cloak perfect for Harry Potter 

conventions!  Finally, we stand alongside her as 

she steps out into her first curacy with a clear 

warning not to get drunk in public or wear jeans 

to important meetings!  
 

The book is both amusing and a challenge to 

discover a more serious practical faith.  ‘It’s not 

really about me,’ writes Katy; ‘it’s a story about 

God, and the amazing things He does with the 

most unlikely people.’ 

http://worthparish.org/community/friends-of-st-nicholas/
http://worthparish.org/community/friends-of-st-nicholas/
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FOR CHILDREN  
MAKE AN EASTER CARD 
The egg is a symbol of new life so that’s why we 

have eggs at Easter.  Why not try making this easy 

Easter egg card?  
 

You will need: 

 a strip of thin card about 10cm by 30cm 

 another piece of coloured card for the egg 

about 9cm by 12cm 

 felt tip pens 

 a ruler, scissors and a glue stick 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Fold the long strip of card in half and then 

each half back on itself to make a W shape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Draw an egg shape on the coloured card 

and cut round it.  
 

3. Cut the egg in half with a jagged edge and 

stick it onto the folded card as shown.  
 

4. Decorate it and write your message inside 

- you could even draw a fluffy yellow chick 

inside the egg 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
GET TO THE EGG
   

SEND US YOUR JOKES... 
Alex:   Knock Knock! 

Christian:  Who’s There? 

Alex:  Interrupting Cow. 

Christian:  Interrupting C.. 
Alex:   MOOOOOOOO !       

From Alex and Christian 
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CROSSWORD AnD PUZZLES  
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USEFUL NUMBERS  
100 Club Neil Dobson 

0300 111 8150 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas) 
David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 

Altar Servers (St Nicholas) 
Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 

Bell Ringers Neil Dobson  

Buildings and Facilities Phyl Pennell 

Charity and Community Revd James Grant 

Children’s Society Brenda Booker 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas) Phyl Pennell  

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas) Jill Freeborn 

Church Wardens (St Barnabas) 
Phyl Pennell  

Sheila Dring 

Church Wardens (St Nicholas) Sian Moulder 

Communications Canon Anthony Ball 

Discipleship and Fellowship Joan Tick 

Events and Fundraising Jane Stanford 

Family, Youth and Children Revd Steve and Liz Burston 

Finance and Stewardship Canon Anthony Ball  

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas) Phyl Pennell 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas Stuart Sharpe 

Hall / Pastoral Centre Bookings Parish Office 

Julian Group (St Barnabas) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas) Gill Gusterson 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Messy Church Liz Burston 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Parish Magazine Elizabeth Whyman 

Pastoral Assistants Co-ordinator 
Canon Anthony Ball 

Pastoral Care and Safeguarding  

Pastoral Centre  

PCC Chairman Canon Anthony Ball 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Safeguarding Officer Sheila Dring 

PCC Secretary Simon Wakefield 

PCC Treasurer  Matthew Knight 

PCC Vice Chair Phyl Pennell 

Plugged In (Fri 7-9 Youth Group) Revd Steve Burston 

St Barnabas’ Committee  Phyl Pennell 

St Nicholas Circle Max Perry 

St Nicholas’ Committee Siam Moulder 

Sunday School (St Barnabas) Greta Sawyer 

Sunday School (St Nicholas) Joan Tick 

Switched On (Sun Youth Group) Liz Burston 

Toddlers Group  (Tues/Thurs am) Jenny Dobson 

Weddings / Baptisms / Funerals Parish Office 

Worship and Sacraments Canon Anthony Ball 

Worth Church Choir (regular) 
Alex Hiam 

Worth Festival Choir (occasional) 
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CALENDAR   
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