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St Nicholas’ Parish Church, Worth & St Barnabas’ Church, Pound Hill 
 

 
‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then    

 to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to our churches today. 
If you have time afterwards, please 

stay for refreshments. 
 

At the Distribution of Communion all 
are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. 
Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 
children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 
 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas      
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd James Grant 

09.45  Sung Family Eucharist 

                                              at St Nicholas 
Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball 

 

10.00 Family Eucharist at St Barnabas  

Celebrant: Revd James Grant 

Preacher : Revd Steve Burston   
 
                                

 
 

 

Next week’s Readings  
 
 

Jeremiah 31.  31 - 34  

 Psalm: 51.  1 - 13 

Hebrews 5. 5 - 10 

  John 12. 20 – 33 

 
 

 

 

The Rector writes:- 

As a fitting preparation for Mothering 

Sunday, my week has had a considerable 

focus on children through two school 

chaplaincy-related events.  The first 

arranged by Gordon Parry (as part of his 

‘day job’) for our Diocese looked at the 

changing context and expectations of 

chaplains. The second, held at Worth 

School and led by a brother from the 

Taizé Community, reflected on faith 

development for teenagers.  One message 

that came through strongly in both 

sessions was the need to listen, listen and 

listen again to what young people are 

telling us about their experience of the 

world, about their experience of God and 

(if we’re lucky!) their experience of the 

church.  It needs the sort of listening that a 

loving parent does for their child. It is a 

kind of listening that gets beyond the 

‘surface chatter’, the glib “It’s fine” to the 

deeper experiences of loneliness, 

insecurity or uncertainty.  As I reflected 

on this I was greatly encouraged by the 

knowledge of our commitment as a parish 

to young people and families.  I felt a  

profound gratitude to those who have 

stepped forward to support (in so many 

ways) the vision of our church family 

providing a safe place (physically and 

emotionally) where all can feel valued and 

confident in exploring and growing in the 

realisation of God’s love for them, 

discovering their self-worth.  A mother-

like church.  As Jesus hung on the cross, 

in his last agony, he took care to form a 

new bond between his mother and John.  

We are the inheritors of that promise and 

command: to be as mother and son to each 

other.  Whether or not our experience of 

mothers (or motherhood) and families has 

been positive, we can identify with the 

ideal of a relationship of unconditional 

love.  It is God’s gift.    Anthony.    

Sunday March 15th 2015 

Mothering Sunday 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent  



READINGS for the day . 
 

Collect: 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus 

Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life 

of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross 

drew the whole human family to 

himself: strengthen us in our daily living 

that in joy and in sorrow we may know 

the power of your presence to bind 

together and to heal; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
FIRST READING 

 

Exodus  2.  1 - 10 
 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 
 

Now a man from the house of Levi went 

and married a Levite woman. The 

woman conceived and bore a son; and 

when she saw that he was a fine baby, 

she hid him for three months. When she 

could hide him no longer she got a 

papyrus basket for him, and plastered it 

with bitumen and pitch; she put the child 

in it and placed it among the reeds on 

the bank of the river. His sister stood at 

a distance, to see what would happen to 

him.  The daughter of Pharaoh came 

down to bathe at the river, while her 

attendants walked beside the river. She 

saw the basket among the reeds and sent 

her maid to bring it. When she opened it, 

she saw the child. He was crying, and 

she took pity on him. ‘This must be one 

of the Hebrews’ children,’ she 

said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 

daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse 

from the Hebrew women to nurse the 

child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said 

to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and called 

the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter 

said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it 

for me, and I will give you your wages.’  

 

So the woman took the child and nursed 

it. When the child grew up, she brought 

him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took 

him as her son. She named him 

Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him 

out of the water.’ 
 
 

PSALM  34.  v. 1 - 20 
    

 

SECOND READING 
 
 

2 Corinthians  1.  3 - 7 
 

A Reading from the Paul’s Second Letter 

to the Corinthians.  
 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 

and the God of all consolation, who 

consoles us in all our affliction, so that 

we may be able to console those who are 

in any affliction with the consolation 

with which we ourselves are consoled by 

God. For just as the sufferings of Christ 

are abundant for us, so also our 

consolation is abundant through 

Christ. If we are being afflicted, it is for 

your consolation and salvation; if we are 

being consoled, it is for your 

consolation, which you experience when 

you patiently endure the same sufferings 

that we are also suffering. Our hope for 

you is unshaken; for we know that as 

you share in our sufferings, so also you 

share in our consolation. 

 

 

GOSPEL 
 

John  19.  25b - 27 
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

John. 
 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of 

Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his 



mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing beside her, he said to his 

mother, ‘Woman, here is your 

son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here 

is your mother.’ And from that hour the 

disciple took her into his own home. 

 
 

Post Communion 
 

Loving God, as a mother feeds her 

children at the breast you feed us in this 

sacrament with the food and drink of 

eternal life: help us who have tasted 

your goodness to grow in grace within 

the household of faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 
 

~~~~~ 
 

Into your loving arms, Lord, today we 

place those children in need of loving 

parents. We pray for all mothers, fathers, 

foster parents and carers everywhere. 

Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers in the Pastoral Centre -  once 

a week or once a month - on either Tuesday, 

Friday or Saturday mornings or Monday 

afternoons please contact Phyl  883362 or  

roger.pennell@zen.co.uk  

 

Last week there was an inspection of the 

Pastoral Centre by the local authority 

Environmental Health Officer.  

We are pleased to report that on the 

‘scores on the door’ we have received the 

top grading of 5! Thanks to all the 

volunteers for their help in achieving this.’  

 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Barnabas 

Mon, Weds, Fri & Sat 

         08.30  Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

Tues & Thurs 08.30   Morning Prayer 
 

 

St Nicholas 
 

Mon – Sat  17.00 Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 

~~~~ 
 

Tues    10.30 Eucharist - St Barnabas 

            11.30 Stations of the Cross  

- St Barnabas                                                 

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist - St Nicholas 
 

Sat.     No weddings. 

            14.00-16.30 Baptism Preparation  

- St Nicholas   
~~~~ 

Services next Sunday 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

                                     - St Nicholas 

09.45  Sung Family Eucharist  

                                      - St Nicholas 

10.00  Eucharist - St Barnabas 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Following yesterday’s Jumble Sale we are 

at the moment unable to store items for 

Saturday Markets. Work will commence 

soon on the Downstairs Meeting Room. 

The next Saturday Market takes place on  

April 11th and if you have items to donate 

(new or ‘as new’) for sale these can be 

brought on that morning from 9.15am or 

the day before, Friday, between 10.30am-

2.00pm. Thank you. 
 

Thank you to all who attended the Parish 

Quiz night last Saturday. An entertaining 

evening and £346.05p was raised for 

parish funds; also thanks to all who helped 

on the night and special thanks to Sue and 

Max for arranging the evening. Date for 

your diary Saturday 10th October for the 

next quiz night. 

Did you know… nomination forms for 

the wardens and PCC members are at 

the back of church?  There are 4 

vacancies on the PCC – with preference 

going to a candidate from each of 

Messy Church, Nic’s, St N 8.00 Sunday 

& St N 10.30 Thursday congregations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:roger.pennell@zen.co.uk


NOTICES 
 

Friday lunches in the Pastoral Centre at 

12.30p.m. Please purchase tickets by 

March 17th  for March 20th.  

Cost £5.50 (2 courses plus tea/coffee). 
 

 

Mondays - until March 30th 2.00 - 

4.00pm The Pastoral Centre will be open 

for tea, cakes & chat, for a trial period, if 

successful we hope to extend it. Donations 

of cakes for Monday afternoons, or on any 

other day welcomed.  

 

Tuesdays until – March 24th  Stations  

of  the  Cross 11.30am  at St Barnabas 

followed at 12.15pm with a Lent lunch of 

soup & roll. N.B. Lent lunches will 

continue until March 31st. Donations to 

the Parish World Bank.  
 

Tuesdays until – March 31st 

Ecumenical Lent Course 7.30pm at 

CURC, Worth Park Ave. coffee 7.00pm.  

 

Saturday March 21st  St. Barnabas 

9.00am-11.30am a gardening & clear up 

session. Please join us if you can. Bring 

your own tools, refreshments provided.  

 

Sunday March 22nd 11.30am  A.P.C.M. 

St Barnabas. Open to ALL parishioners. 
 

Monday March 23rd 7.30 - 9pm CW 

Compline - St Barnabas Vicarage -  

A warm welcome to all who would like to 

come to the Vicarage on a Monday 

evening to enjoy some cheese and wine, to 

chat and to pray Night Prayer (Compline) 

together. Everyone is welcome to drop in 

for some time or stay the whole evening. 

Cheese and Wine will be provided; 

crackers and other nibbles are welcome. It 

is hoped that this will become a regular 

once a month event, on the 4th Monday. 
 

 

 

 

Friday March  27th 'Church in a Pub’ on 

the last Friday every month - 8pm Coaching 

Halt -  no hymns, no creeds, no confession, 

just a pint down the pub with Steve & 

friends, in the Coaching Halt, Maidenbower.  

 

Sunday March 29th is payment day for 

anyone wishing to buy tickets for Crawley 

Operatics Society ‘Pirates of Penzance’ 

at The Haven Centre, Crawley Down on. 

Thursday  May 28th 7.30pm. Tickets £12 

adults, £10 seniors & £8 children. If you 

would like to join the group going please 

advise Phyl Pennell ASAP on  883362 or 

roger.pennell@Zen.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY NOTES 
 

 

Wednesday May 6th Parish Outing to 

All Saint’s, Tudeley, Nr Tonbridge,  £5 

including transport. Sign-up sheets & 

information leaflets in both churches now.  
 

Saturday  May 16th  Plant  Fair.  

Please think of us as you prepare your 

gardens and greenhouses.  Thank you.  
 

 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

Rosemary Cordan - 01342 842088 

Phyl Pennell -         01293 883362 

David Anderson -   01293 409914 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 
 

Website:  www.worthparish.org.uk  

  facebook.com/WorthParish 
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