
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

WORTH PARISH 
 

 St Nicholas, Worth & St Barnabas, Pound Hill 
 

  

 

 
Happy 

St David’s Day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time afterwards, please 
stay for refreshments. 

 

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 
services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas      
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry 

09.45  Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas 
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry  

10.00  Eucharist at St Barnabas  

Celebrant: Revd James Grant  

Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball 

11.30 Nic’s All-age service at St Nicholas 

Presiding: Revd Steve Burston  

 
                                

 

 
 

Next week’s Readings  
 

 

Exodus  20. 1 -17 

  Psalm  19.  7- 14 

1 Corinthians  1.  18 - 25 

John  2.  13 – 22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Associate Vicar writes:- 

This week we continue on our journey 

through readings expressing the special 

relationship of God to God’s people. Last 

week we heard of God’s covenant with 

Noah and all humanity, today we are 

reminded of God’s covenant with the 

descendants of Abraham – next week we 

will hear of the covenant with Israel. In 

Old Testament times covenants were 

agreements between kings and those 

people in their sphere of influence. They 

regulated rights and responsibilities in the 

relationship and to give some form of 

security and stability a bit like modern day 

armistice agreements or peace treaties. 

God asks obedience of Abraham and in 

response promises thriving and abundance 

of life.   Unlike the covenants of the time 

God’s promise is an invitation given freely. 

Abraham is already 99 years old when God 

makes this covenant with him. It is not 

Abraham’s proven obedience but God’s 

choice to grant this covenant. Abraham does 

not prove his obedience (if he ever had to) 

until chapter 22.   We are invited into this 

covenant. We do not have to bring anything 

in advance we can trust that God give us just 

enough strength to be able to respond with 

obedience.   Why do I write all this? 

Because there are so many times I catch 

myself chastising myself for not doing 

enough to respond to God’s invitation. 

God does not need our doing he wants us 

(as human) being(s). Jesus brings this to a 

point in today’s Gospel.  “For what will it 

profit [us] to gain the whole world and 

forfeit [our] life?” For today this is our 
biggest challenge. How do we stop 

ourselves wanting to shape the world 

when it has already been saved and made 

perfect by the cross.                   James.   

Sunday March 1st 2015 
 

Second Sunday of Lent  



READINGS for the day . 
 

Collect: 

Almighty God, you show to those who are in 

error the light of your truth, that they may 

return to the way of righteousness: grant to 

all those who are admitted into the 

fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may 

reject those things that are contrary to their 

profession, and follow all such things as are 

agreeable to the same; through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

FIRST READING 
 

Genesis  17.  1 – 7, 15 - 16 
 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 

the  Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 

him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before 

me, and be blameless. And I will make 

my covenant between me and you, and 

will make you exceedingly 

numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; 

and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is 

my covenant with you: You shall be the 

ancestor of a multitude of nations. No 

longer shall your name be Abram, but 

your name shall be Abraham; for I have 

made you the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. I will make you exceedingly 

fruitful; and I will make nations of you, 

and kings shall come from you. I will 

establish my covenant between me and 

you, and your offspring after you 

throughout   their   generations,   for   an  

everlasting covenant, to be God to you 

and to your offspring after you. God said  

to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, 

you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 

shall be her name. I will bless her, and 

moreover I will give you a son by her. I 

will bless her, and she shall give rise to  

nations;  kings  of  peoples  shall  come  

from her.’ 

 

PSALM  22.  v. 22 - 30 

    
 

SECOND READING 
 
 

Romans  4.  13 - end 
 

A Reading from the Paul’s Letter to the  

Romans. 
 

For the promise that he would inherit the 

world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through 

the righteousness of faith. If it is the 

adherents of the law who are to be the 

heirs, faith is null and the promise is 

void. For the law brings wrath; but 

where there is no law, neither is there 

violation.  For this reason it depends on 

faith, in order that the promise may rest 

on grace and be guaranteed to all his 

descendants, not only to the adherents of 

the law but also to those who share the 

faith of Abraham (for he is the father of 

all of us, as it is written, ‘I have made 

you the father of many nations’)—in the 

presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and 

calls into existence the things that do not 

exist.  Hoping against hope, he believed 

that he would become ‘the father of 

many nations’, according to what was 

said, ‘So numerous shall your 

descendants be.’ He did not weaken in 

faith when he considered his own body, 

which was already as good as dead (for 

he was about a hundred years old), or 

when he considered the barrenness of 

Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him 

waver concerning the promise of God, 

but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 

glory to God, being fully convinced that 

God was able to do what he had 

promised. Therefore his faith ‘was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now 

the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, 

were written not for his sake alone, but 



for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 

who believe in him who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead, who was handed 

over to death for our trespasses and was 

raised for our justification.  

 

GOSPEL 
 

Mark  8.  31 – end 
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Mark. 
 

Then he began to teach them that the 

Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. He 

said all this quite openly. And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him. But 

turning and looking at his disciples, he 

rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind not 

on  divine  things  but on human things.’  

 He called the crowd with his disciples, 

and said to them, ‘If any want to become 

my followers, let them deny themselves 

and take up their cross and follow 

me. For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake, and for the sake of the 

gospel, will save it. For what will it 

profit them to gain the whole world and 

forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they 

give in return for their life? Those who 

are ashamed of me and of my words in 

this adulterous and sinful generation, of 

them the Son of Man will also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of 

his Father with the holy angels.’ 
 

Post Communion 
 

Almighty God, you see that we have no 

power of ourselves to help ourselves: keep us 

both outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly 

in our souls; that we may be defended from 

all adversities which may happen to the 

body, and from all evil thoughts which may 
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Barnabas 

Mon, Weds, Fri & Sat 

         08.30  Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

Tues & Thurs 08.30   Morning Prayer 
 

 

St Nicholas 
 

Mon – Sat  17.00 Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 

~~~~ 
 

Tues    10.30 Eucharist - St Barnabas 

            11.00 Home Communion –  

                                   Lanehurst Gardens 

            11.30 Stations of the Cross  

- St Barnabas                                                 

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist - St Nicholas 

           12.00 Funeral [Les Smith]  

- St Nicholas 
Sat.    No weddings. 
                              ~~~~ 

Services next Sunday 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

                                     - St Nicholas 

09.45  Sung Eucharist - St Nicholas 

10.00  Eucharist - St Barnabas 
 

 

We will remember them… 

James Johnson killed in action on  Feb 27th 

1915. A Lance Corporal in the 2nd Battalion 

East Yorkshire Regiment a professional 

soldier having first enlisted around 1909; 

James is commemorated on the Menin Gate 

in Ypres and on memorials in St Peter 

Church, West Green and the gates of the 

Memorial Gardens in Crawley. 
 

The Electoral Roll is to be revised – 

closing date for Electoral Roll applications 

or notifications of amendments is March 

3rd.    Application Forms at the back of 

both churches and in the Pastoral Centre. 
 

Volunteers in the Pastoral Centre -  if 

you can spare a couple of hours once a 

week or once a month - on either Tuesday, 

Friday or Saturday mornings or Monday 

afternoons please do contact me. Phyl  

883362 or  roger.pennell@zen.co.uk  

mailto:roger.pennell@zen.co.uk


NOTICES 

Friday lunches in the Pastoral Centre at 

12.30p.m. Please purchase tickets by 

March 3rd  for March 6th.  

Cost £5.50 (2 courses plus tea/coffee). 
 

TODAY March 1st  St Barnabas 

Congregational Meeting after the service.  
 

TODAY March 1st St David’s Day 

Choral Evensong 6.00pm Holy Trinity 

Forest Row. 
 

Mondays - until March 30th 2.00 - 

4.00pm The Pastoral Centre will be open 

for tea, cakes & chat, for a trial period, if 

successful we hope to extend it. Donations 

of cakes for Monday afternoons, or on any 

other day welcomed.  

 

Tuesdays until – March 24th  Stations  

of  the  Cross 11.30am  at St Barnabas 

followed at 12.15pm with a Lent lunch of 

soup & roll. N.B. Lent lunches will 

continue until March 31st. Donations to 

the Parish World Bank.  
 

Tuesdays from until – March 31st 

Ecumenical Lent Course at CURC, 

Worth Park Ave.. Gathering & coffee 

7.00pm Course starts at 7.30pm.  

 

Thursday March 5th St Nicholas Circle 

meets at 8.00pm in the Pastoral Centre 

Mrs Lisa Philips will talk about the work 

of Crawley Community Voluntary 

Services, all are welcome. 
 

Friday March 6th Women’s World Day 

of Prayer by the women of The Bahamas. 

10.00 St John’s Crawley & lunch. 7.30pm 

St Paul’s Northgate. Everyone welcome. 
 

 

Saturday  March 7th 8.30am – 12 noon 

Spring Cleaning at St Nicholas. Contact 

Jill Freeborn 01293 883631 
 

Saturday March 7th for the next 

Saturday Market in the Pastoral Centre. 

There will be the usual items, a stall selling 

Usborne’s Children’s Books and a Knit n 

Natter stall (with Easter goodies). Please 

do support us, thank you. 

 

Sunday March 8
th

 – St Nicholas 

Congregational Meeting at 11.15am. 
 

Saturday  March 7th Parish Quiz night 

St Barnabas church hall 7.45pm. Teams of 

6 or join one there. Tickets £5.00 each. 

Doors will open at 7pm for ‘bring-your -

own’ suppers to be eaten. 
 

Monday March 9th St Barnabas Julian 

Group meets at 11.00 in the Pastoral 

Centre. Everyone welcome. 
 

Thursday March 12th St Nicholas 

Julian group meets at 2.30pm. 

 
 

DIARY NOTES 
 

Saturday  March 14th, 9.30am Parish 

Jumble Sale St. Barnabas Hall, Please 

save your jumble for us but do not bring it 

before March 13th - we have nowhere to 

put it. Helpers welcomed, please let me 

know if you can help, thank you.  Phyl 

883362  or   roger.pennell@zen.co.uk. 
 

Saturday  May 16th  Plant  Fair.  

Please think of us as you prepare your 

gardens and greenhouses.  Thank you.  

Sunday March 22nd 11.30am  A.P.C.M.  

St Barnabas. Open to ALL parishioners. 
 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

Rosemary Cordan - 01342 842088 

Phyl Pennell -         01293 883362 

David Anderson -   01293 409914 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 
 

Website:  www.worthparish.org.uk 

  facebook.com/WorthParish 

mailto:roger.pennell@zen.co.uk
mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:james.grant@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

