
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 
 

WORTH PARISH 
 

 St Nicholas, Worth & St Barnabas, Pound Hill 
 
 

 
 

 

‘Suddenly a light from heaven  

flashed around him.’  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

‘ 
 

 
 

 Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time afterwards, please 
stay for refreshments. 

 

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. 
Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 
church for their use. 

 

 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas      
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd James Grant  

 

09.45  Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas 
Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball  
 

10.00  Eucharist  at St Barnabas 
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd James Grant 

12.00 Holy Baptism at St Nicholas 

Presiding:- Revd Steve Burston 
                                

 

 
 

Next week’s Readings  
 

 

Malachi 3.  1 - 5 

  Psalm  24.  7 - 10 

Hebrews  2.  14 - 18 

Luke  2.  22 – 40 
 

 

The Curate  writes:- 

Who has ever heard of Albert McMakin? 

Not the first name that comes to mind as 

one of our Pillars of Faith. We would 

probably think of Paul the subject of our 

Acts reading - Saul the zealous persecutor 

of Christians encounters the Lord Jesus on 

the road to Damascus. This encounter 

revolutionarily transforms Saul from 

persecutor of Jesus to Jesus’ most famous 

defender. A transformation so complete, 

that he changes his name from Saul to 

Paul. Paul then plants and encourages the 

Early Church across the ancient world and 

whose letters we read, teach and learn 

from today. However, without the 

seemingly insignificant other figure of 

Ananias, willing to be extraordinary brave 

and open to God’s prompting (even if he 

had to question it – understandable in the 

circumstances!) Paul would have been left 

blinded and without hope. It’s often the 

small figures in life going about their 

business faithfully and without much 

show, whose impacts for good ripple 

throughout history. So, Albert McMakin ? 

He was a 24 year old American farmer 

whose new faith prompted him want to 

take a truck of friends to a meeting about 

Jesus in 1934. One friend did not seem 

interested but only would come if he 

drove the truck. The young good-looking 

driver eventually ventured into the 

meeting and eventually gave his life to 

Christ. That driver was Billy Graham – 

who has since led thousands to faith. We 

can’t all be a Paul or Billy Graham, but 

we can all be an Ananias or Albert 

McMakin, with God’s help. 

  – Steve 

 

 

  

 

DIOCESE OF 

CHICHESTER 

 

 

Sunday January 25th 2015  
 

 

Conversion of Paul    
 



READINGS for the day . 
 

Collect: 
Almighty God, who caused the light of the 

gospel to shine throughout the world 

through the preaching of your servant 

Saint Paul: grant that we who celebrate  

his wonderful conversion may follow him 

in bearing witness to your truth; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy  Spirit, one  God,  now  

and for ever.   Amen. 

 
FIRST READING 

 

Jeremiah  1.  4 - 10 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet 

Jeremiah. 
 

Now the word of the Lord came to me 

saying, ‘Before I formed you in the 

womb I knew you, and before you were 

born I consecrated you; I appointed you 

a prophet to the nations.’  

Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do 

not know how to speak, for I am only a 

boy.’ But the Lord said to me, ‘Do not 

say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go 

to all to whom I send you, and you shall 

speak whatever I command you.  

Do not be afraid of them, for I am with 

you to deliver you, says the Lord. ’Then 

the Lord put out his hand and touched 

my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 

‘Now I have put my words in your 

mouth. See, today I appoint you over 

nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up 

and to pull down, to destroy and to 

overthrow, to build and to plant.’ 

 
 

PSALM  67 
 

 

 

SECOND READING 
 
 

Acts  9.  1 - 22 
A Reading from The acts of the Apostles. 
 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats 

and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest and asked 

him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any who 

belonged to the Way, men or women, he 

might bring them bound to 

Jerusalem. Now as he was going along 

and approaching Damascus, suddenly a 

light from heaven flashed around 

him. He fell to the ground and heard a 

voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are 

you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting. But get up 

and enter the city, and you will be told 

what you are to do.’ The men who were 

travelling with him stood speechless 

because they heard the voice but saw no 

one. Saul got up from the ground, and 

though his eyes were open, he could see 

nothing; so they led him by the hand and 

brought him into Damascus. For three 

days he was without sight, and neither 

ate nor drank.  Now there was a disciple 

in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 

said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He 

answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord 

said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street 

called Straight, and at the house of Judas 

look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At 

this moment he is praying, and he has 

seen in a vision a man named Ananias 

come in and lay his hands on him so that 

he might regain his sight.’ But Ananias 

answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from 

many about this man, how much evil he 

has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and 

here he has authority from the chief 

priests to bind all who invoke your 

name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, 



for he is an instrument whom I have 

chosen to bring my name before 

Gentiles and kings and before the people 

of Israel; I myself will show him how 

much he must suffer for the sake of my 

name.’ So Ananias went and entered the 

house. He laid his hands on Saul and 

said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 

appeared to you on your way here, has 

sent me so that you may regain your 

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ 

And immediately something like scales 

fell from his eyes, and his sight was 

restored. Then he got up and was 

baptized, and after taking some food, he 

regained his strength. For several days 

he was with the disciples in 

Damascus, and immediately he began to 

proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 

saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ All who 

heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is not 

this the man who made havoc in 

Jerusalem among those who invoked 

this name? And has he not come here for 

the purpose of bringing them bound 

before the chief priests?’ Saul became 

increasingly more powerful and 

confounded the Jews who lived in 

Damascus by proving that Jesus was the 

Messiah. 

 

GOSPEL 
 

Matthew  19.  27 - end 
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Matthew. 
 

Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have 

left everything and followed you. What 

then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, 

‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all 

things, when the Son of Man is seated 

on the throne of his glory, you who have 

followed me will also sit on twelve 

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 

Israel. And everyone who has left 

houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or fields, for my 

name’s sake, will receive a 

hundredfold, and will inherit eternal 

life. But many who are first will be last, 

and the last will be first. 

 
Post Communion 

Almighty God, who on the day of 

Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the 

apostles with the wind from heaven and in 

tongues of flame, filling them with joy and 

boldness to preach the gospel: by the 

power of the same Spirit strengthen us to 

witness to your truth and to draw everyone 

to the fire of your love; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Barnabas 
 

Mon, Weds, Fri & Sat 

         08.30  Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

Tues & Thurs 8.30   Morning Prayer 
 
 

 

St Nicholas 
 

Mon – Sat  17.00 Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 

~~~~ 
 

Tues    10.30 Eucharist at St Barnabas                                      

Wed    15.00 Messy Church – 

                         St Barnabas Church Hall 

Thurs  10.30 Eucharist - St Nicholas 

            18.30 Foundation Stone  60th  

Anniversary service – St Barnabas 
 

Sat.     No weddings. 
 

                              ~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

Presentation of Christ in the Temple 

(Candlemas) 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

                                          - St Nicholas 

09.45  Sung Eucharist       - St Nicholas 
 

10.00  Eucharist                - St Barnabas 
 

11.30 Nic’s All-age service  

- St Nicholas 

18.30 Evensong                   - St Nicholas 
 

 

 



NOTICES 
 

 

 

Friday lunches in the Pastoral Centre at 

12.30p.m. Please purchase tickets by 

January 27th  for January 30th.  

Cost £5.50 (2 courses plus tea/coffee). 
 

TODAY Sunday January 25th 3.00pm 

Ecumenical service for the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity at St John the Baptist, 

Crawley Town Centre, the theme this year, 

“The Well is deep” from the churches in 

Brazil. All are welcome to attend.  

 

 The Pastoral Centre will be closed 

on Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 

January 26, 27 & 28th for the long 

awaited double glazing work. Strictly no 

admittance on these dates. Thank you.  

 

 

Wednesday January 28th Messy 

Church  3.00pm  –  4.30pm  meets in  

St Barnabas Church Hall. 
 

Thursday January 29th, 6.30 pm Service 

to Commemorate the 60th Anniversary of 

the Laying of the Foundation Stone of 

St Barnabas.  Bishop of Lewes to preside.  

Refreshments after the service. All are 

welcome. 
 

Friday January 30th 'Church in a Pub’ 

on the last Friday every month - 8pm 

Coaching Halt -  no hymns, no creeds, no 

confession, just a pint down the pub with 

friends, in the Coaching Halt, 

Maidenbower.  Steve says “Don’t leave 

me lonely!” 
 

Sunday February 1st 6.30pm Evensong 

for Candlemas at St Nicholas. 
 

Thursday February 5th St Nicholas 

Circle meets at 8.00pm in the Pastoral 

Centre when Christopher Sole will speak 

about “The day that changed my life”. All 

are welcome. 

Sunday March 1st – St Barnabas 

Congregational Meeting after the service.  

DIARY NOTES 
 

 

Tuesday February 17th Shriving 

Service 11.00am St Alban’s Gossops 

Green (followed by coffee & pancakes) 

for Mothers’ Union Members and anyone 

who wishes to attend. Please contact Mary 

Fry [410383] or Joan Tick [884695] 
 

Tuesdays from February 24th – March 

24th  Stations  of  the  Cross 11.30am  at  

St Barnabas followed at 12.15pm with a 

Lent lunch of soup & roll. N.B. Lent 

lunches will continue until March 31st. 

Donations to the Parish World Bank.  
 

An Ecumenical Lent Course begins 

Tuesday February 24th  for 6 weeks  at 

CURC. Gathering & coffee 7.00pm 

Course starts at 7.30pm.  

Sign up sheets in both churches now ! 
 

Sunday 22nd February: Parish Eucharist 

at St Nicholas.  8.00a.m. Holy 

Communion (BCP) at St Barnabas and 

 no 10.00a.m. Eucharist. 
 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

Rosemary Cordan - 01342 842088 

Phyl Pennell -         01293 883362 

David Anderson -   01293 409914 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

 office@worthparish.org.uk 

Website:  www.worthparish.org.uk 
 

  facebook.com/WorthParish 
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