
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 
 

WORTH PARISH 
 

 St Nicholas, Worth & St Barnabas, Pound Hill 
 
 

 
 

Peace ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

‘ 
 
 

 

 

 

Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time afterwards, please 

stay for refreshments. 
 

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 
children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas      
Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball  

09.45  Patronal Festival Family Eucharist   

at St Nicholas 

 Celebrant & Preacher:  

                                   Canon Anthony Ball 

10.00 Eucharist at St Barnabas 

 Celebrant & Preacher:  

                                   Revd Gordon Parry  
 
                                

 
 

Next week’s Readings  
 
 

Isaiah  61.  1 – 4, 8 - 11 

Psalm  126 

1 Thessalonians  5.  16 - 24 

John  1.  6 – 8, 19 - 28  
 
 

 

 

 

The Rector writes:- 

I was encouraged this week to read an 

article by Kathryn Turner in The Tablet  

and be reminded that Advent is a time of 

anticipation, expectation, joy and 

preparation for the coming of Jesus, the 

promised Messiah.  The prophet Isaiah’s 

writings accompany us through this 

Advent and Christmas time.   Isaiah’s 

writings are full of hope.  He constantly 

reminds the people that God is the God 

who keeps his promises and the God who 

opens up possibilities that they – and we – 

cannot always imagine or dare to believe.  

He was writing at a time when many of 

the people of God had lost hope.  They 

were in exile and far from home.  There 

seemed no possibility of returning and all 

seemed lost.  Although different, in some 

ways the times we live in echo those of 

Isaiah.  It is, then, good to take Isaiah as a 

guide as we reflect on the future.  He 

reminds us that God has never – and will 

never – abandon his people, however they 

may feel.  He reminds us of God’s desire 

to comfort and console – but he also pours 

out his Spirit upon his people to believe in 

new possibilities and to give them the 

gifts they will need to bring them about.  

Isaiah was someone who courageously 

looked into the darkness of his time and 

spoke to the people of their God of 

possibilities who was greater and stronger.  

He raised their eyes to the promise of a 

light that would shine in the darkness – a 

light that the darkness would not be able 

to overcome.  So, as we celebrate the 

Patronal Feast of our parish church  and 

continue our Advent journey let us look 

forward (with the lighting of each Advent 

candle) to the hope, peace, joy and love of 

God’s future for us. 

 

  

 

DIOCESE OF 

CHICHESTER 

 

 

Sunday December 7th 2014  
 

Second Sunday of Advent 

& St Nicholas Patronal Festival 

 



READINGS for the day at St Nicholas. 

 

Collect: 
 

 

Almighty Father, lover of souls, who 

chose your servant Nicholas to be a 

bishop in the Church, that he might give 

freely out of the treasures of your grace: 

make us mindful of the needs of others 

and, as we have received, so teach us 

also to give; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

      

 

 

FIRST READING 
 

 

 

Isaiah  61.  1 - 3 
 

 

Reading from the Book of the Prophet 

Isaiah. 
 

 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me 

because the Lord has anointed me; he 

has sent me to bring good news to the 

oppressed, to bind up the broken-

hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners; to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; to 

comfort all who mourn; to provide for 

those who mourn in Zion- to give them a 

garland instead of ashes, the oil of 

gladness instead of mourning, the 

mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 

to display his glory. 
 
 

 
 

SECOND READING 
 

 

 1 Timothy  6.  6 - 11 
 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Timothy 
 

 

Of course, there is great gain in 

godliness combined with contentment; 

for we brought nothing  

into the world, so that we can take 

nothing out of it;  but if we  have food  

and clothing, we will be content with 

these. But those who want to be rich fall 

into temptation and are trapped by many 

senseless and harmful desires that 

plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. For the love of money is a 

root of all kinds of evil, and in their 

eagerness to be rich some have 

wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pains. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all 

this; pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
 

 Mark 10.  13 - 16 
 

A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Mark. 
 

 

People were bringing little children to 

him in order that he might touch them; 

and the disciples spoke sternly to 

them. But when Jesus saw this, he was 

indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little 

children come to me; do not stop them; 

for it is to such as these that the kingdom 

of God belongs. Truly I tell you, 

whoever does not receive the kingdom 

of God as a little child will never enter 

it.’ And he took them up in his arms, 

laid his hands on them, and blessed 

them.          

 



Post Communion  
 

 

God, shepherd of your people, 

whose servant Nicholas revealed the 

loving service of Christ in his ministry 

as a pastor of your people: by this 

Eucharist in which we share awaken 

within us the love of Christ and keep us 

faithful to our Christian calling; through 

him who laid down his life for us, but is 

alive and reigns with you, now and 

forever. Amen 

    

 
 

 

 

 

Hope & peace………… 
 

 

Today (December 7th) it is being officially 

announced at All Saints Church, Crawley 

Down, that Jill Alderton will be joining 

them as part-time curate for four years, 

starting in mid-September 2015. Jill would 

value your continuing prayers as she is 

introduced at All Saints today and then 

returns to St Andrews, Furnace Green, for 

the final 7 months of her ordination 

training.  

 

 

December 6th 
The Festival of St Nicholas, Bishop of 

Myra, (Turkey) He is patron of Worth 

Church & many others, children, sailors, 

archers, pawnbrokers, merchants, Bari 

(Italy), Sicily, Greece & Russia. Nicholas 

was one of the Bishops who signed the 

Nicene Creed in 325; he was rich and 

loved to give secret gifts to the poor and 

so began the work of …… 

Santa (Saint) Clause (Nicolaus 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Nicholas 
 

Mon – Fri        07.30   Morning Prayer 

Sat                    08.30  Morning Prayer 
 
 

St Barnabas 
 

Mon – Sat     17.00  Evening Prayer 

~~~~~ 

Tues   10.30  Eucharist -  St Barnabas                        

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist  – St Nicholas 
 

Sat.      No Weddings    
 

~~~~ 

Services next Sunday 

Third Sunday of Advent  
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                                     -  St Nicholas 

09.45  Sung Eucharist  - St Nicholas 

10.00  Eucharist - St Barnabas 

16.00  Celebration of Christmas -  

    Carols for All & Gifts for the needy  

– St Barnabas 
 

 

 

 

Instead of buying Christmas cards for all 

your church friends why not write them a 

cheery message on one of our gift tags, pin 

it on one of the boards which are at the 

back of each church and give a donation 

to  our chosen Christmas Charities 

 (preferably in a yellow envelope - gift 

aided). Thank you. 

 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk/advent1a.htm&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=yEV2VIfeM9TV7AbdqoHoAg&ved=0CCYQ9QEwCDgU&sig2=WL4i1QCmZ47S4QJELMIgPQ&usg=AFQjCNF9eeVZZ5ZZ6nJ17Hglai6YpHQN-w


NOTICES 
 
 

 
 

Christmas lunch in the Pastoral Centre, 

12.30, December 12th Menu includes 

turkey, trimmings, Christmas pudding, 

glass of wine, mince pies, tea/coffee, etc.  

Tickets, available from the Pastoral 

Centre,  £10.50 each must be bought in 

advance.   BUY tickets by Dec 9th 
 

 

ON SALE TODAY after the services in 

the Pastoral Centre & St Nicholas, jars of 

sweets, £1 for Church Funds. Perfect 

stocking filler!  
 

Monday December 8th at 11.00am  

St. Barnabas Julian group will be meeting 

in the Pastoral Centre. Everyone welcome.  
 

Tuesday December 9th & 16th Advent 

Course  7.30pm  meet in the Narthex at  

St Barnabas.  

Thursday December 11th St Nicholas 

Julian group meet at 2.30pm in the Chapel.  
 
 

Friday December 12th, 6.00-7.00 p.m. 

The choir will be leading Carol-singing at 

The Coaching Halt, all are welcome to 

come and support. 
 

Saturday December 13th Christmas Tea 

3.00-5.00 pm in the Pastoral Centre, with 

light entertainment, festive fun. Tickets 

£5.50p from Jane Stanford, Sheila Dring, 

Ann Lane, Jan Brooks and Karen Fly. 
 

 

Sunday December 14th Celebration of 

Christmas - Carols for All & Gift 

Service 4.00pm  at St Barnabas; followed 

by mince pies &  mulled wine. 

Please bring an unwrapped gift for a needy 

person, also any rolls of wrapping paper 

would be useful, thank you. 
 

Wednesday December 17th  Messy 

Church meets at 3.00pm in St Barnabas 

Church Hall. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday  December 20th 2014 Steve & 

Liz are going to host an ‘open house’ from 

5.30pm at 11 Gregory Close Maidenbower 

RH10 7LB - for mince pies. All are 

welcome 

Sunday December 21st 10.00a.m Parish 

Family Eucharist at St Barnabas.  

There will not be a 9.45a.m Eucharist at  

St Nicholas that day. 
 

Sunday December 21st  Nine Lessons  

& Carols  at St Nicholas 6.30pm 
 

Wednesday December 24th Christmas 

Eve Crib services at both St Barnabas & 

St Nicholas, unwrapped gifts for needy 

children & adults will be accepted at 

these services.   
 

 

DIARY NOTES 
 

Sunday January 4th 11.30am Nic’s 

Christingle service at St Nicholas, all 

welcome. 
 

Christmas Fair Final total is £1114, thank 

you everyone. 
 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

Rosemary Cordan - 01342 842088 

Phyl Pennell -         01293 883362 

David Anderson -   01293 409914 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

 office@worthparish.org.uk 
5 

Website:  www.worthparish.org.uk 

 facebook.com/WorthParish  

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

