
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 
 

WORTH PARISH 
 

 St Nicholas, Worth & St Barnabas, Pound Hill 

               
             Hope            Joy !      Peace. 
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 Welcome to our churches today. 
If you have time afterwards, please 

stay for refreshments. 
 

At the Distribution of Communion all 
are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. 
Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 
church for their use. 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas      

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry  

09.45  Sung Eucharist  at St Nicholas 

 Celebrant Canon Anthony Ball  

 Preacher: Revd Steve Burston 

10.00  Eucharist at St Barnabas 

 Celebrant & Preacher: 

 Revd Susan Suddaby                      

16.00  Celebration of Christmas &  

                Carols for All – St Barnabas. 

Presiding: Canon Anthony Ball 
 

                                

 
 

Next week’s Readings  
 

 

2 Samuel  7.  1 – 11,16 

Magnificat  or  Psalm  89.  1 – 8 

Romans  16.  25 - 27 

Luke  1.  26 - 38 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Curate writes:- 
 

‘Pray without ceasing’ are the words of St 

Paul to the Thessalonians. Every night 

before we go to sleep Liz and I pray 

together. It’s normally lists of things that 

we are thankful for and things that we 

have coming up or people or news that is 

on our hearts. We sound very holy don’t 

we! Boy it was hard and awkward at the 

beginning - its taken years to be at this 

point and even then it can still be, if I am 

honest, boring or a chore or my mind 

might wander to thoughts such I wonder 

how Fulham got on, or I must send that 

email as Liz prays. It’s certainly not 

praying without ceasing. We pray and we 

cease (we fall asleep!) So the thought of 

praying unceasingly is just pie in the sky! 

That’s for really holy people and I haven’t 

got the knees for that length of praying 

nowadays but when I stopped to think 

about it we all pray more than we might 

think we do. When we are desperate - we 

call out to God. When we are thrilled, we 

thank God. When we crushed by guilt - 

we cry to God. If you believe (or even 

might believe) in God you have already 

started the process of praying unceasingly 

- you have started a dialogue with Him for 

He is right there. Prayer is about putting 

our focus on God – we can do that 

anywhere - driving, washing up, pushing 

our shopping trolley around the 

supermarket or waiting for Christmas. The 

goal of prayer isn’t to set new world 

records for time in prayer or to get good at 

it. Rather to live life in the joyful 

awareness of the presence of God. That’s 

praying without ceasing.  

Advent Blessings Steve. 
 

 

  

 

DIOCESE OF 

CHICHESTER 

 

 

Sunday December 14th 2014  
 

 

Third  Sunday of Advent 
 

 

 

 



READINGS for the day . 

Collect: 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first 

coming sent your messenger to prepare 

your way before you: grant that the 

ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready 

your way by turning the hearts of the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the 

world we may be found an acceptable 

people in your sight; for you are alive 

and reign with the Father in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.     Amen. 

      

FIRST READING 
 

 

Isaiah  61.  1 – 4, 8 - end 
 

Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me; he 

has sent me to bring good news to the 

oppressed, to bind up the broken-

hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners; to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; to 

comfort all who mourn; to provide for 

those who mourn in Zion—    to give 

them a garland instead of  ashes, the oil 

of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise instead of a faint 

spirit. They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 

to display his glory. They shall build up 

the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the 

former devastations; they shall repair the 

ruined cities, the devastations of many 

generations. For I the Lord love justice, I 

hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 

faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant 

with them. Their descendants shall be 

known among the nations, and their 

offspring among the peoples; all who  
 

 

see them shall acknowledge that they are 

a people whom the Lord has blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 

whole being shall exult in my God; for 

he has clothed me with the garments of 

salvation, he has covered me with the 

robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 

decks himself with a garland, and as a 

bride adorns herself with her jewels. For 

as the earth brings forth its shoots, and 

as a garden causes what is sown in it to 

spring up, so the Lord God will cause 

righteousness and praise to spring up 

before all the nations.  

 
Psalm 126   or   Canticle – Magnificat   

 
SECOND READING 

 

 1 Thessalonians  5.  16 - 24 
 

A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the 

Thessalonians. 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 

give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 

despise the words of prophets, but test 

everything; hold fast to what is 

good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify 

you entirely; and may your spirit and 

soul and body be kept sound and 

blameless at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is 

faithful, and he will do this. 

 
 

 

GOSPEL 
 John  1.  6 – 8, 19 - 28   
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

John. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might 

believe through him. He himself was not 



the light, but he came to testify to the 

light. This is the testimony given by 

John when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did 

not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the 

Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What 

then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am 

not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He 

answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, 

‘Who are you? Let us have an answer 

for those who sent us. What do you say 

about yourself?’ He said, ‘I am the voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’as 

the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had 

been sent from the Pharisees. They 

asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing 

if you are neither the Messiah, nor 

Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered 

them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, the 

one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.’ This took place in Bethany 

across the Jordan where John was 

baptizing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Communion  

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 

heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of 

your Spirit that when your Christ comes 

again we may shine as lights before his 

face; who is alive and reigns now and 

for ever.   Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 

Hope, peace & joy ! 
 
 

 

 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Nicholas 
 

Mon – Fri        07.30   Morning Prayer 

Sat                    08.30  Morning Prayer 
 

 

St Barnabas 
 

Mon – Sat     17.00  Evening Prayer 

~~~~~ 

Tues   10.30  Eucharist -  St Barnabas                        

Wed   15.00 Messy Church – 

                         St Barnabas Church Hall 

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist  – St Nicholas 
 

Sat.      No Weddings    

~~~~ 

Services next Sunday 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                                     -  St Nicholas 

09.45  NO SERVICE   - St Nicholas 
 

10.00  Parish Family Eucharist –  

                                            St Barnabas 

18.30 Nine Lessons & Carols 

                                            – St Nicholas 
 

 
 

 Christmas Services  
 

Christmas Eve  

4.00pm Crib Services at  

   St Nicholas & St Barnabas  

Christmas Day 

8.00am BCP Holy Communion –  

St Nicholas 

9.45am Sung Eucharist – St Nicholas 

10.00am Family Eucharist – St Barnabas  
 

Friday December 26th 

10.30am Holy Communion – St Nicholas 
 

Saturday December 27th  

10.30am Eucharist – St Nicholas  

 

 

Daily Offices in 2015 

Morning Prayer with Eucharist will be   

                 said at St Barnabas at 9.00 a.m. 

                         Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat.  

Evening Prayer (BCP) at St Nicholas at   

                 5.00 p.m. every evening. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://www.salfordliturgy.org.uk/advent1a.htm&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=yEV2VIfeM9TV7AbdqoHoAg&ved=0CCYQ9QEwCDgU&sig2=WL4i1QCmZ47S4QJELMIgPQ&usg=AFQjCNF9eeVZZ5ZZ6nJ17Hglai6YpHQN-w


NOTICES 
 
 

Rosemary Wakelin thanks everyone for 

their good wishes & lovely flowers on 

the occasion of her 90th birthday.  
 

Thanks to all who supported the 

Saturday Market on December 6th it raised 

£51.35 for church funds and the Knit n 

Natter stall raised £42 for the Pastoral 

Centre double glazing project.  
 

TODAY Sunday December 14th 

Celebration of Christmas - Carols for 

All & Gift Service 4.00pm at St 

Barnabas; followed by mince pies &  

mulled wine. Please bring an unwrapped 

gift for a needy person; also any rolls of 

wrapping paper would be useful, thank you. 
 

Tuesday December 16th Advent Course  

7.30pm  meet in St Barnabas  Narthex  
 

Wednesday December 17th  Messy 

Church meets at 3.00pm in St Barnabas 

Church Hall. 

Friday December 19th is the last Friday 

lunch of 2014 in the Pastoral Centre at 

12.30pm - please buy tickets by 

December 16th - £5.50 each.  The first 

lunch of 2015 will  be  on  January  2nd. 
 

Saturday  December 20th 10.00 - noon  

The Pastoral Centre will be open as usual 

(do join us for refreshments) it will then 

close until 10.30am  Friday  January 2nd. 
 

Saturday  December 20th 2014 Steve & 

Liz will host an ‘open house’ from 

5.30pm at 11 Gregory Close Maidenbower 

RH10 7LB - for mince pies & a drink. All 

are welcome 
 

Sunday December 21st 10.00am Parish 

Family Eucharist  at St Barnabas.  

No Sunday School at either church, 

children welcome in church. There will not 

be a 9.45a.m Eucharist at St Nicholas.  

Sunday December 21st  Nine Lessons  

& Carols  at St Nicholas 6.30pm 
 

Wednesday December 24th Christmas 

Eve Crib services at both St Barnabas & 

St Nicholas, unwrapped gifts for needy 

children & adults will be accepted at 

these services.  

  

DIARY NOTES 
 

Sunday January 4th 11.30am Nic’s 

Christingle service at St Nicholas, all 

welcome. 
 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 

Churchwardens  

Rosemary Cordan - 01342 842088 

Phyl Pennell -         01293 883362 

David Anderson -   01293 409914 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

 office@worthparish.org.uk 

Website:  www.worthparish.org.uk 

  facebook.com/WorthParish 
 

 

 

Instead of buying Christmas cards for all 

your church friends why not write them a 

cheery message on one of our gift tags, pin 

it on one of the boards which are at the 

back of each church and give a donation 

to  our chosen Christmas Charities 

 (preferably in a yellow envelope - gift 

aided). Thank you. 
 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

